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SEARCH  COMM.  SET 
FORSmfISTOPJOB 

FOfn'WOfrm.l«a8(BPand  ^ 
local  raports)  -  South^Mem  j 
SeminarY  truataa  chaaman 
Kavin  Uedoart  aanior  pasior 
of  Rret  Church.  GeorgalGM^ 
Imas.  appointad  a  nine* 
nfiembar  aaarch  committee 
on  Aug.  23  lo  recommend 
the  replaoemenc  lor  former 
seminary  heaidatt  Peiga 
Ratteraoa  who  wet  fired 
May  30  toy  truttaet.  Danry 
Roberts,  ar.  aMaiga  tnietee 
and  twacutova  pastor  d 
North  Richland  Hfls  Church 
in  the  laxaa  oily  d  the  tame 
name,  wil  serve  at  search 
oommirtae  oha'aman.  No 
Miatiasippi  Baptist  trustees 
ware  appoimed  to  the  search 
committee. 

PEW  RESEARCH  MARKS 
JMHESTSranUAlfTY 

mitmerS  to  pBayy.  ~  . 

attendarKe.  end  cd  )| 

hioheet  among  CM 
tui>Sahorvi  Africa 
America  PpHT  I 

ter  said  Aug.  22  in  an  analy: 
aii  d  data  colactad  osar  the 
=  peat  to  years.  More  then 
75%  ef  Chrisliens  in  sut^Sa* 
haien  Africa  said  feigion  is 
very  important.  Latin 

Amaricen  eourtrias.  80%  d 
ChriMiana  aay  they  pray  deiy. 
RM^pon  is  leaetimportare 
in  Garmany.  Umtad  King¬ 
dom,  and  Guiopa  oeeratt. 

Pwv  found. 'ntiaaa  findsHiB 
,  leflact  tha  broadar  pattern  d 
'  Chri«ienil/to 'march  eouttv 
ward*  fpocn  wealthy  oourtries 
to  developing  onee.*  Rwv 


PRAYER  FOR  UNITY  —  Executive  directors  of  Baptist  state  conventions  pray  for  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  president  J.D.  Greear  (seated,  left)  and  convention  first  vice  president  A.B.  Vines  (seated, 
right)  during  an  Aug.  20  meeting  in  Atlanta.  (BP  photo) 


'Gospel-above-all 

IS 

seek  spirit  of  cooperation 


ATLANTA  (BP  and  local  ra¬ 
ports)  —  Agreeiiients  to  “as¬ 
sume  the  best  in  one  another” 
and  that  a  “Goepel-above-all 
culture  needs  to  prevail*  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
were  among  the  outcomes  when 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  president  J.D.  Greear 


and  convention  hrst  vice  presi¬ 
dent  AB.  Vines  met  Aug.  20 
with  15  executive  directors  of 
state  conventions  affiliated  with 
the  SBC. 

“These  are  the  leaders  who 
have  been  leading  in  the  things 
before  I  became  president  aM 
likdy  will  be  there  leading  af- 


culture' 


ter  my  term.  I  wanted  to  know 
how  I  could  serve  them,  cata¬ 
lyze  their  efforts  in  evangelism 
and  mobilization,  and  bring 
cohesion  to  many  of  the  won- 
derfol  things  already  going  on 
throughout  the  SBC.” 

Greear  wiD  meet  in  the  future 
with  other  state  encutive  direc- 
tora  and  leaders  of  churches, 
associations,  and  SBC  entities, 
according  to  an  Aug.  2i  news 
release  from  Greear's  office. 

—m  SBC  on  p.  10 


GuideStone  wins  abortion  mandate  fight 


MORKIOTIDKOME 

HOUSTON  (BP  and  looH 
raports)  Hurdoana  Hway's 
Catagory  4  wvKls  began  baF 
taiina  tha  IbKaa  ooMi  a  year 
ago.  and  Soulham  Baptists 
from  acfoas  die  ooumry — 
including  hundreds  of  Miaria* 
sippi  Beptists  —  tiSMS  served 
more  than  75.000  volunteer 
dsyt  to  help  the  legloa  They 
aienT  dona  yet.  ssys  Disvid 
Maffiar.  president  of  Sand 
Relsf  at  Southern  Bapdat's 
Nordi  American  fiasion 
Board.  Soudiam  Bapbsls  wW 
oonliriue  to  engage  impacted 
areas  for  at  least  die  narct 
two  yearn  and  KkeN  be^dnd^ 
hapredids.  . . . 


DALLAS  (Special)  -  A  final 
judmeut  has  been  entered 
m  favor  of  GuideStone  Finan¬ 
cial  Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  litigS' 
tion  over  the  Obama-era  con¬ 
traceptive  mandate  that  would 
have  required  certain  min¬ 
istries  served  by  GuideStone 
to  provide  abortion-causing 
drugs  and  devices,  or  face  crip- 
plii^  fines. 

Tne  judgment  brings  to  an 
end  the  case  GuideStone  filed 
against  the  federal  government 
to  protect  its  healtn  plan  and 
the  ministries  it  serves. 

The  litigation,  which  made 
its  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  in  2016  where  the  Jus¬ 
tices  ruled  unanimously  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  (JuideStone  and  its  co- 
plaintiffs,  was  sent  hack  to  the 
trial  couH  for  final  disp<^sition. 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resources 


“This  is  an  important  con¬ 
clusion  for  our  case  where  we 
finally  have  a  clear  declarative 
judgment  that  says  the  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  force  a  church- 
controlled  organization  like 
GuideStone  to  violate  its  faith 
in  the  manner  the  previous  ad¬ 
ministration  attempted  to  do." 


GuideStone  President  O.S. 
Hawkins  said. 

“V/e  are  thankful  for  the 
prayers  and  support  of  our 
trustees,  of  the  counsel  we  had 
from  the  Becket  Fund  for  Reli¬ 
gious  Liber^’,  and  from  others 
who  sp>ent  tireless  hours  work- 

Me  GUIDESTONE  on  p  10 


Hunt  to 


accept 

NAME 

position 


ALPHARETTA.  Ga.  (BP)  - 
Johnny  Hunt,  longtime  se¬ 
nior  pastor  01  First  Church, 
Woodstock, 

Ga.,  and  past 
president  of 
the  Southern 
Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  has 
been  nomi¬ 
nated  to  join 
the  Southern  iatt 
Baptist  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  as  senior  vice 
president  of  evangelism  and 


“I  ivant  to  lead  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  lurches  to 
put  evangelism  back  on 
the  front  burner  again,” 
Hunt  said  in  an  Aug.  26  an¬ 
nouncement.  “Jesus  came 
to  seek  and  save  the  lost,  we 
know  what  He  is  doing.  We 
must  join  Him.” 

NAMB  trustees  will  vote 
on  Hunt's  nomination  at 
their  upcoming  meeting 
Oct.  2. 

Hunt  shared  in  worship 
services  at  his  church  on 
the  morning  of  Aug.  26  that 

HUNT  on  p.  10 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


movies 


Guest  opinion 

with  Phil  Boatwright 


today.  It’sjiist  too  difficuk  a  process  for 

unqualified  nxA^iemakeTS  to  ^  enough  lIseirlK^vvoukibeformoreooinpleteif 

financing  to  make  the  type  oi  films  for  v^iiich  rtwy  soug^  ways  to  aid  their  fellow  man  in- 
Roeer  Gorman  became  ramous  —  Ni^xt  stead  of  waiting  for  ni^it  to  fsiD  so  they  could 

ofme  Cobra  Woman  (1972)  and  M  Wood  siiK  karaoke  at  ^  local  bar. 

(1994),  the  latter  a  biopic  on  the  life  of  50’s  The  movie’s  theme  — fill  up  your  life 

B-movie  maker  Edward  D.  Wood  Jr.  while  you  can  — addresses  no  true  spiritual 

That  Miid,  there  are  stiD  bad  movies  being  matter.  Though  entering  the  last  season  of 
foist^  on  the  public  each  year.  Some  of  their  lives,  none  of  the  aaaractersdiscusB  or 

them  even  win  awards.  consider  an  aftertife.  ReaDy?  You  make  a  pic- 

Thoug^  the  aesthetic  merits  of  todies  bad  tureaboutpeo]^  in  the  December  of  their 
movies  are  not  of  the  bomb-quatity  of  Flan  years  and  none  ofyourcharactexs  brings  up 

9fiomOte'Sp^(i9W)  — conaderedthe  the  subject  of  the  tereafter? 

worst  fihn  of  aD  time  and  writtenydirectedly  lifelessonscanbegleanedfiromsecu- 
none  other  dian  Ed  Wood  himsen- the  cur-  lar  nioviemakers  and  their  medium,  but 
rent  era’s  bad  movies  are  fEU*  more  destruc-  we  shoifid  be  cautious  of  them  wto  tutor 

tive  because  their  content  and  themes  seem  without  regard  for  biUical  directives.  The 

bent  00  directing  man  away' from  the  true  huinaiiist  who  diseexmts  spiritual  frilfillinent 

creative  source,  our  heavoily  Father.  throe^Chr^  does  not  hm  fix  biblical 


King  of  Comebacks 


tfaisooaaictcanbeinaddinii^  aborted  babvpa^Dakidra  was 

Some  years  are  enooongir^m  the  indicted  for  buying  them.  If  con- 
pfo-me  cause;  some  are  downrig^  victed,  Drieiden  hices  20  years  in 

dealing.  Wbm  unfettered  abor-  prisoa  while  Planned  Parenthood 
tfonfeocmaemed,  Satan  is  die  IQng  offidab  no  legal  oonaequences 
ofCbiadJflcko*  fordidractiofis.* 

Tske  2016,  for  example.  Da-  Nottobeoutdoneiiipuiiisb- 

vid  Bifakign  b  the  founder  of  the  ingDaleidenforhbbrasentruth- 
Centglorliedicil  PixMrem  (CMP)  MBOg*  Planned  Parenthood  on  Jan. 
in  IrsiiKjX,  and  the  living  ioeoe  i4  £MafederddvfllawBult  inSan 
befaii^athf^yearandemover  Francisco  alleging  CMP  had,  in  the 

iuwBtknlkja  that  revealed  Planned  course  of  its  undercover  inveato* 

tkiLOoaiinittedviobrioQaofthe 

iiK  ofstiO'^wacnit  aborted  babbe  for  Raoeteer  Indoenced  and  Corrupt 
tbeadeoftheir  body  parts.  OigantiationsCR100)Act  —  od>- 

Bxposixig  evil-doers  b  a  good  erwbe  used  to  prosecute  organized 

thing,  Who  could  be  agunst  crime  caaes  -  and  engaged  m  mail 

diadTA  grand  jury  in  Houston,  frraud,  invanoo  of  privacy,  Olegal 

Teza8,mone,ledbTitepi:iblican  secret  recording,  and  trespassi^ 

Harris  County  District  Attorney  Datekfcn  was  unperturbed.  T 

Devon  Anderson.  That  grand  jury  look  forward  to  (bpasiiig  all  the 
was  irdtiaBy  empaneleato  inveatige  CEOs,  medical  dir^ors,  a^  their 
the  alleged  wrongde^ng  by  Planned  co-conspirators  who  participated 
Parenthood  as  exposed  in  Hk  CMP  in  Planned  Parenthood’s 
nivWfwwpT  videos.  baby  body  parts  racket,*  he  said 

However,  the  grand  jury  under  In  a  statement  after  news  broke 

the  direction  of  Anderson  cleared  of  Piann^  Parenthood’s  bwsuit 

Plarmed  Parenthood  and  instead  against 

indicted  Daloden  on  one  felony  Therein  Um  die  epic  battle.  Will 

count  of  tampering  with  a  gov-  the  abortion  industry  finally  be  ex- 
emmental  record  and  one  mbde-  posed  for  the  malignant  entity 

meanor  count  related  to  an  offer  to  it  truly  is,  or  will  pro-life  practitio- 
purchase  human  organs.  ners  be  pounded  into  the  ground 

Anderson  would  not  release  once  and  for  aU?  Will  David  Da- 
details  of  the  grand  jury  findings,  leiden  and  anti-aboitk>n  crusaders 
but  felony  counts  of  record  like  him  finally  be  eliminated? 
tampering  against  Daleiden  and  Few  people  likely  thought  thw 

a  CMP  employee,  Susan  Merritt,  would  ever  live  In  an  America  where 
apparently  involve  the  alleged  pro-  right  b  so  despised  and  defied,  and 


BIptistRecord 


ESitor  ASvtflitiat  BasHsl  ibeari  SsnSsmws. 

William  H  Perkins  Jr.  Dana  Richarttoon  /Mrisary  CaaaaKlia:  toaiiaiaiciSiBa. 

\Mf)ertinsOmbcb  o(g  dndmlson^mbck.otg  Wht  Lewss.  New  Albany  aaS  aMraas  chanfas 

Oarrick  WMson,  KoaouSco  la:  The  Editor,  Baptist 
Asaaciali  Editor  Ckcalaiiaa  Maaasar  Caroiyn  Baeves.  Oxford  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Tony  Martin  OeArma  Bvrgass  Garland  Boyd,  Brookhaven  Jaekson,  MS 

tmartinCmtcb  org  dburgess&mbcb.org  »  Lucy  Stringer.  Foxworth  3920&0630 

Don  Hicks,  Bay  Springs 

LayaaVDatiga  Tal:  (631)  968-3800 

Meg»  Young  Paitaiaitir  Fax:(601)292-3330  _ 

mYoungCfnbcb.OF0  Sand  changes  of  E-aiatt:  beptistrecoidC 

•  address  to:  The  Bapbst  mbcb  oig 

Record,  P.O.  Box  5X. 


392060530 

V(XUME  142  •NUMBER  34  •ISSN-0005-5778 

Pubfikiid  waakly  mpt  weeks  d  July  4  and  Chrismat  by  the  Mtsis^ppi  Bapbst  Convantion  Boaid. 
515  Misimippi  Stfsit  Jackaon.  MS  38201 .  Subacripboa  S1 1 ,96  par  year  psyabb  in  advvoa.  Econoiny  piarts 
avadalfeforcooparatingMiatinippichunhasPeHodkzhiiimiigipairlatJbdtioaMS.Mwwbw.Adodetion 
of  Sate  Bipliit  Pbpen  OaadNnat  Nomi  iilm -- ona  odaMa  weak  prkx  Id  rapMdMd  fMWcaikin  daa. 
Adyarlisiag --- two  ealandv  xMaka  piia  to  rmuasiM  puMosion  dea  AH  iidiriuraim  at 


AuBust  30,  2018  The  Baptist  RBCX)Rn 
'  .»Vl  .iK  txuw  -A  J  1 


U.S.  Army  chaplain  cleared  of  accusations 


FORT  BRAGG,  N.C.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  The  U.S.  Army 
condudki  its  investi^tion  of 
U.S.  Anny  Chaplain  (Maj.)  Jeny 
Jcott  Squires  on  Aug.  24,  fiiDy 
exonerating  the  Soimiem  Baj^ 
tist  of  diaiges  leveled  by  a  lesbi* 
an  soldier  who  wanted  to  attend 
a  marriage  retreat  led  Squires  ■> 
but  >vas  advised  him  to  trans* 
fer  to  another  retreat  because  of 
his  relijgious  beliefs. 

“This  is  grrat  news  for  both 
Chaplain  Squires  and  aO  of  the 
military  chaplains  who  are  serv¬ 
ing  our  men  and  women  the  U.S. 
Armed  Services,"  said  U.S.  Army 
Maj.  Gen.  Douglas  L  Carver 
(R^),  executive  director  of 
chaplaincy  at  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  in 
Alpharetta,  Ga. 

“It  is  a  significant  victory  for 
all  who  support  and  defend  the 
freedoms  guaranteed  by  the 
First  Amendment  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  espedafiy  regard¬ 
ing  the  fiieedom  of  religion,  said 
Carver,  former  U.S.  Army  chief 
of  chaplains. 

Squires  had  been  charged 
with  unlawful  discrimination 
and  dereliction  of  duty,  and 
could  have  faced  confinement  in 
a  military  prison. 

Carver  thanked  Squires’  com¬ 
manding  general  “for  having  the 
moral  courage  to  make  the  cor¬ 
rect  but  difi&^t  decision  regard¬ 
ing  the  investigation  into  Chap- 
lamSqpkes." 

An  Army  investigating  of¬ 
ficer  initiall>'  determined  that 
Squires  had  discriminated 
against  the  lesbian  soldier  and 
recommended  that  Squires  face 
disciplinary  action. 


CHARGES  DROPPED  —  Southern  Baptist  Chaplain  (Maj.)  Jerry  Scott  Squires  (center)  visits  with 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  president  Kevin  Ezell  (left)  and  U.S.  Army  Maj  Gen  Douglas 
L  Carver  (Ret  ),  executive  director  of  chaplaincy  at  NAMB,  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  s  2018 
annual  meeting  in  Dallas  this  past  June.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 


Mike  Berry,  the  attorney  from 
First  liberty  Institute  represent¬ 
ing  Squires,  argued  that  Squires’ 
actions  adher^  to  Army  pro¬ 
tocol  by  taking  the  appropri¬ 
ate  steps  to  provide  the  service 
that  Squires  could  not  person¬ 
ally  oversee  or  attend  per  the 
policy  of  his  eikfoiser.  Tl^  Army 
agreed  that  Sauires  foDowed  the 
correct  proceaure. 

The  web  site  for  First  Liberty 
Institute  states,  “As  a  nonprofit 
organization.  First  Liberty  fights 


for  people  of  all  faiths  whose  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  has  been  threat¬ 
ened  or  whose  First  Amendment 
rights  have  been  violated.  Even 
b^er,  we  do  it  for  free."  The  or¬ 
ganization  is  headquartered  in 
Plano,  Texas. 

Throughout  the  investiga¬ 
tion,  Sc|uires  continued  to  ful^ 
his  duties  as  an  Army  chaplain 
but  with  the  investi^tion  dis¬ 
missed,  he  no  longer  has  to  wor- 
ly  about  the  prospect  of  facing 
cusciplinaiy  action. 


"Few  chaplains  have  en¬ 
dured  the  investigative  scrutiny 
that  Chaplain  Squires  suffered 
over  the  last  seven  months," 
Carver  said.  “We  applaud  Chap¬ 
lain  Quires  and  all  chaplains 
like  him  who  remain  dedicated 
to  their  faith  while  seeking  to 
respect  all  persons  within  the 
diverse  military  community." 

NAMB,  the  entity  that  en¬ 
dorsed  Squires,'' augmented  its 
ministp^  guidelines  for  chap¬ 
lains  in  2013  after  the  U.S. 


Supreme  Court  struck  down 
Se^on  3  of  the  Defense  of  Mar¬ 
riage  Act,  which  had  defined 
marriage  only  in  terms  of  oppo¬ 
site  sex  unions. 

“In  a  technical  sense,  mili¬ 
tary  chaplains  are  ‘on  loan’  to 
the  Armed  Forces  from  their 
respective  faith  groups  who,  in 
turn,  expect  the  mihtary  to  be 
faithful  stewards  of  our  pastors 
in  uniform,"  Carver  pointed  out. 

Squires  has  “our  full  sup¬ 
port  and  prayers  as  he  remains 
faithful  to  his  Lord,  his  tenets 
of  faith,  and  his  commitment 
to  serve  all  soldiers  under  his 
care,"  Carver  stressed.  “From 
the  moment  the  investiga¬ 
tion  began  Southern  BaptSts 
have  stood  behind  chaplain 
Squires  with  their  prayerful 
support,  wise  counsel,  and 
encouraging  words.  . 

“Our  partners  in  The  CJos- 
pel  from  other  denominations 
faithfully  stood  with  us  as  well. 
We  are  here  to  ensure  that  our 
chaplains  can  exercise  their  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  and  model  the 
tenets  of  our  faith  as  Southern 
Baptists  in  an  uncompromising 
and  Christ-honoring  manner." 

Southern  Baptist  chaplains 
are  expected  to  respwtfully 
serve  within  the  pluralistic  cul¬ 
ture  of  the  milit^  with  ^ace 
and  charity',  obeying  such  bibli¬ 
cal  commands  as  Romans  12:18, 
if  at  all  possible,  to  “live  at  peace 
.with  everyone,"  according  to 
NAMB  chaplain  policy. 

More  than  1,600  Southern 
Baptist  chaplains  serve  the 
U.S.  military.  NAMB  endorses 
those  chaplmns  on  behalf  of  the 
Southern  ^ptist  Convention. 


Pastor  porn  addiction  tackled 
in  seminary-based,  free  e-book 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (Special)  —  A  free  e-book,  Pom  and 
the  Pastor:  The  life*  and  Death  Consequences  of  Addic¬ 
tion  in  Ministry',  has  been  published  jointly  by  South¬ 
ern  Equip,  a  resource  center  for  pa.stors  at  Ci  thern 
Seminary  in  l/iuisville,  Kv.,  and  Tne  Gospel  tVvalition, 
a  non-Southern  Baptist  fellov\ship  of  chiirrht*s  in  the 
Reformed  tradition. 

The  e-b<x)k.  e<lited  by  C\  .lefferv  Robinson  and  Gar¬ 
rett  Kell,  is  available  as  a  dcmnlotid  at  The  Gosjx‘1  Coali¬ 
tion  web  site,  thegospelcoalition.org. 

.According  to  a  2016  study  by  the  Barna  Groun.  14% 
of  pastors  admitted  they  currently  stru^ie  with  por¬ 
nography,  57%  said  they  have  stniggletl  with  porn  in 
the  past  ,  and  five  percent  of  pa.stors  reported  they  were 
currently  addicted. 

The  book  addresses  this  widespread  problem  by 
first  addressing  pornography  u.se  as  a  sin  problem, 
then  developing  strategies  for  fighting  the  sin  and  cul¬ 
tivating  accountability'. 

"As  pom  use  has  risen  in  the  church  and  has  in¬ 
filtrated  the  lives  of  church  leaders,  an  entire  host  of 
questions  has  arisen  regarding  the  care  for  those  who 
luve  fallen,  alonnidc  questions  as  to  how  best  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  purity  ot  local  churches,"  Robinson  and  Kell 
write  in  uie  introduction. 

"UIk  a  dMKiy  nrttkanalrf,  pom  is  net  an  Issue  to 
'betriledwidi,aaditmaBibacDnfrotRedinteiitWiallyr 


vigorously  and  perennially  among  the  people  of  God." 

The  bonk  futures  11  chapters  written  by'  an  array  of 
evangelical  voices  curated  from  Southern  Equip  and  The 
Gospel  Coalition.  Kell  contributes  a  chapter  titl^:  I  Was 
a  Pom-Addicted  Pastor,  in  which  he  tells  his  own  story' 
as  a  pastor  in  his  mid-20s  in  the  thrties  of  pornography- 
addict  ion. 

After  a  |>.unfiil,  vear-long  pnxvs,s  of  confes.ving  his  sin 
to  his  church,  Kell  was  restor'd  to  ministrv  He  is  now 
jxistor  of  IXT  Ray  Church  in  Alexandria.  \  a.,  and  an  as¬ 
sociate  anincil  member  at  The  GosjxT  Coalition. 

In  his  chapter,  Kell  u.ses  his  storv  to  call  other  pas¬ 
tors  to  repentance  and  renewal  in  the  midst  of  hidden 
sin.  “There’s  something  freeing  about  the  light,  even 
if  it  makes  you  wince  bwause  you’ve  been  in  the  dark 
for  so  long. 

“That  y'ear  Ckxi  reached  into  the  darkness  of  my  im- 
^e-protecting  hv'pocrisy-,  and  pulled  me  into  his  liberat¬ 
ing  li^t.  It  w'as  through  this  deliverance  that  I  learned  to 
trust  Turn  in  ways  that  had  only  been  theoretical  before." 

Boyce  CoUe^  professor  Denny  Burk  contributed  a 
chapter  titled:  niraue  God,  Not  Poroomphy.  He  chal- 
lenpes  pastors  to  take  serious  steps  to  ded  with  such  a 
senoua  sin. ’The  process  of  restoration  should  begin  with 
repfntanoe  both  to  God  and  to  another  bchever,  aod  this 
confciakiojigiuM  betart-the  first  step  in  a  long  process 
qf  actoUntaNBty,  Buntwtitea. 


PQRN 
AND  THE 
PASTOR 


The  BATrar  RficaKD  Amgmsi  JO,  2018 


3 


Recently  at  a  conference  I  was  at¬ 
tending  at  one  of  our  churches, 
a  lady  from  the  church  was  tell¬ 
ing  me  about  an  experience  she  had 
with  her  young  granddaughter.  They 
were  riding  along  on  their  way  to 
church,  and  as  so  many  of  our  church¬ 
es  have  an  adjoining  cemetery  nearby, 
the  little  girl  said  to  her  grandmother, 
There  are  a  lot  of  flowers  out  in  the 
dead  ;»arden."  The  grandmother,  who 
like  me  had  never  heard  of  the  dead 
garden,  wondered  what  she  was  talk¬ 
ing  about.  The  little  girl  was  pointing 
to  the  cemetery  with  the  flowers  that 
were  out  there  that  the  people  had 
placed  around  the  graves;  sne  was 
just  commenting  that  there  were  a  lot 
of  flowers  in  the  dead  garden.  As  we 
talked  about  it,  the  grandmother  was 
wondering  what  goes  through  a  child’s 
mind  and  1  was  too.  Just  out  of  her 
own  little  mental  process  and  connec¬ 
tivity  with  death  and  life  and  church, 
the  little  girl  said  it  was  the  dead 
garden.  While  none  of  us  had  ever 
heard  of  that,  it  was  probably  because 
nobody  had  said  it.  The  little  girl  had 
put  it  together  as  she  perceivea  it  to 
ne  because  there  were  dead  people 
who  were  placed  out  there  and  mere 
were  flowers  around  the  graves  and  it 
did  look  like  a  garden  in  some  ways^^ 
And  so  there  it  was,  right  there  before 
all  us  older  folks,  the  dead  garden. 

The  more  I  thought  about  it  over 
the  next  day  or  so,  it  became  more 
and  more  vivid  to  me  about  the  dead 
garden.  In  fact,  as  I  thought  about 
It  1  realized  that  Jesus  was  familiar 
with  the  dead  garden.  Some  of  the 
most  memorable  things  that  He  did 
and  said  took  place  in,  at,  and  around 
the  dead  garden.  If  you  want  to  read 
the  whole  story,  it  is  in  John  ii.  Je¬ 
sus  had  gotten  word  that  his  friend 
Lazarus  nad  died.  By  the  time  they 
arrived  at  the  funeral,  it  was  all  over, 
and  Mary  and  Martha,  the  sisters  of 
Lazarus,  were  really  in  despair  be¬ 
cause  Jesus  had  gotten  there  so  late. 


The  Dead  Garden 


Finally,  days  later  when  Jesus  arrived. 
He  asked  the  question,  “Where  have 
you  laid  him"  (John  11:34)?  They  took 
him  out  to  the  dead  garden,  and  there 
things  truly  became  exciting.  Just  for 
your  individual  thoughts  al^ut  com¬ 
ing  to  a  dead  garden  as  Jesus  did,  let 
me  point  out  mree  simple,  yet  won¬ 
derful  things  about  that  moment  in 
Jesus’  life. 

The  first  one  is  this  -  Jesus 
comes  to  the  dead  garden.  They 
thought  He  was  getting  there  late,  but 
Jesus  came  to  their  dead  garden  and 
every  one  of  us  needs  to  know  that 
He  will  come  to  our  dead  gardens  too. 

I  know  this  was  Mary  and  Martha’s 
brother  who  died  and  who  had  been 
buried  out  there.  You  too  may  have 
lost  a  loved  one  and  Jesus  comes. 
There  are  other  things  that  may  have 
died  in  your  life  like  a  marriage,  or 
a  relationship,  or  a  dream  that  you 
had  about  what  you  wanted  to  do 
and  become  and  they  all  died.  And 
you  have  been  disturbed  by  the  dead 
gardens  of  your  life,  but  He  comes. 
Jesus  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake 
you.  He  promises  that.  He  comes  to 
the  good  times  celebrations  of  life  and 
He  comes  to  the  heartbreaks  and  the 


dead  gardens  of  life.  He  comes. 

The  second,  and  more  im¬ 
portant  truth,  is  that  Jesus 
changed  the  dead  garden.  He 
not  only  comes  to  the  dead  garden, 
but  when  Jesus  arrives,  everything 
can  be  changed.  Impossible  thii^  in 
your  life  can  be  changed.  The  things 
that  seem  impossible  to  correct  or 
to  rectify  can^  changed.  When 
Jesus  walked  into  that  dead  ^rden 
in  John  11,  He  said  to  the  folks  that 
were  there  to  take  the  stone  away,  the 
stone  that  covered  the  opening  of  the 
^rave,  remove  it.  They  said  we  can’t. 
It  wouldn’t  be  ^ood,  he’s  been  dead 
too  long,  there  5  nothing  to  be  done. 
You  don’t  need  to  go  in  there,  and  the 
decay  in  the  body  has  certainly  been 
taking  place.  And  Jesus  said,  “Take 
away  the  stone"  (John  11:39).  Now 
what  they’d  never  seen  before  was 
about  to  take  place,  for  Jesus  would 
call  Lazarus  by  name  and  that  dead 
corpse  in  the  dead  garden  came  to 
life,  walked  out  of  the  grave  with  his 
grave  clothes  on,  and  Jesus  was  not 
through  with  him.  He  said  loose  him 
and  let  him  go.  Let’s  get  those  grave 
clothes  off  b^ause  life  has  come 
to  prevail.  Jesus  not  only  comes  to 


us;  Jesus  changes  everything  in  the 
dead  garden.  He  brings  life  where 
there  was  death;  He  brings  ^adness 
where  there  was  gloom,  and  He  turns 
the  pain  of  the  pitiful  moments  into 
praise  and  pleasure  from  heaven. 

Third,  and  ultimately  the  most 
important,  Jesus  closes  the  dead 
garden.  Why  do  I  say  that?  Because 
the  Scripture  says  that  in  First  Cor¬ 
inthians  15,  the  great  resurrection 
chapter,  telling  us  about  life  forever. 
This  Scripture  says  that  Jesus  shuts 
down  the  dead  garden.  Where’s  that 
found  you  ask?  In  First  Corinthians 
15:26  it  is  recorded  that  the  last  en¬ 
emy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death. 
For  ever>'  one  of  us  who  know  Jesus 
as  Savior  and  Lord  have  experienced 
the  wonderful  life  that  is  ours  now  in 
abundance  and  ours  in  eternity  forever. 
Jesus  takes  the  sting  of  death  awav,  the 
dominance  of  death  around  us  is  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  He  closes  the  dead  garden 
for  ^1  of  His  children.  Won’t  that  be 
good?  When  you  and  I  will  enter  into 
eternity  with  all  of  those  who  know 
Him  who  have  gone  before  and  all  of 
those  who  come  after  us  who  know 
Jesus,  we  shall  be  together  and  there 
will  be  no  more  dead  garden.  For  you 
see,  when  you  come  to  know  Jesus,  the 
Scripture  is  so  vivid.  What  can  sepa¬ 
rate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Chnst 
Jesus?  Shall  tribulation  or  distress  or 
persecution  or  famine  or  nakedness 
or  sword,  almost  an  endless  number 
of  things,  nothing  can  keep  us  from 
knowing  the  love  of  CJod  in  Christ  Jesus 
that  gives  us  life  forever  and  forever. 

For  me,  I  was  blessed  to  hear  of  the 
view  of  a  little  eirl  seeii^  our  typical 
cemetery  and  tninking  it  was  a  dead 
garden.  For  it  is,  an^t  will  be  over¬ 
come  and  set  aside  and  closed  because 
death  cannot  keep  its  prey.  Jesus  gives 
us  victory  over  the  dead  garden. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions  (§mbcb.org. 


Resources  coming  for  small  church,  bivo  pastors 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Utilizing  a  love 
for  small  churches  that  Joe  Wright  Jr., 
executive  director  of  the  Bivocational 
and  Small  Church  Leadership  Net¬ 
work  (BSCLN),  has  perceived  among 
Southern  Baptists,  his  organization  is 
planning  an  educational  initiative  to 
provide  free  video  training  and  men¬ 
toring  to  small  church  and  bivocation¬ 
al  pastors  and  leaders,  from  key  North 
American  church  leaders. 

A  quarter  of  the  approximately 
46,125  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
missions  report  Sunday  Sctuxil  atten¬ 
dance  of  one  to  24  individuals,  Wright 
said,  based  on  current  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (SBC)  Annual  Church 
Profile  reporting.  Another  26%  have 
less  than  50  people  in  Sunday  School. 
About  83%  of  churches  have  less  than 
125  people  in  Sunday  School.  Only  one 
percent  of  Southern  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tions  serve  1,000  or  more. 

Larger  churches  “are  the  mountains 
of  our  convention,"  Wright  said,  “but 
the  small  hills  and  vales  are  the  small 
churches  and  the  mountains  are  not 
majestic  without  the  foothills  of  the 
small  churches,  and  that’s  my  burden. 

"If  we  lose  the  small  churches  in 
our  convention,"  Wright  said,  “we  lose 


BIVOCtTIONAL  I  SMALL  CHURCH 

LEADERSHIP  NETWORK 


83%  of  our  churches. 

We  lose  one  half  of  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

We  lose  one  half  of  the 
baptisms.  1  think  we  lose 
a  great  portion  of  the  vi¬ 
tality,  and  the  strengths, 
and  iust  the  spintual 
foundation  of  who  we 
are  as  Baptists. 

“It  all  comes  out  of  the  fiber  and  the 
fabric  of  the  small  church." 

The  free  training  will  ioin  116  free 
resources  currently  available  on  the 
BSCLN  website,  including  books,  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  a  complimentary  thumb 
drive  of  all  resources  for  i>astors  and 
leaders  writhout  Internet  access. 

Wright’s  goal  is  2,000  online  re¬ 
sources  at  smallchurch.net,  with  hard 


WRIGHT 


copies  of  certain  resourc¬ 
es  also  available. 

“What  we’d  like  to  be 
able  to  do  at  this  point 
is  walk  into  a  local  asso¬ 
ciation  office,  meet  with 
six  or  eight  small-church 
pastors,  open  up  a  lap¬ 
top,  dial  in,  connect  with 
one  of  these  men  or  women  who  are 
great  educators,  and  let  them  speak  by 
video  conference  to  these  six  or  eight 
people  from  small  churches,"  Wright 
said  of  the  initiative. 


YOUNG 


BSCLN  can  facilitate  that  process, 
he  noted. 

Warren  Haynes,  associate  professor 
at  Gateway  Seminary  in  Ontario,  Ca., 
and  author  of  Discipleship  Uncompli¬ 
cated,  has  agreed  to  be  the  first  video 


conference  educator,  said  Wright,  who 
is  working  to  schedule  the  training 
through  a  Southern  Baptist  state  con¬ 
vention. 

Classes  would  last  about  two  hours, 
allowdng  pastors  and  leaders  to  ask 
questions,  interact,  and  learn.  Wright 
will  also  use  the  Internet  in  an  initia¬ 
tive  to  encourage  pastors,  wives,  and 
their  children  to  persevere  in  the  faith 
and  in  their  calling. 

BSCLN  was  founded  in  1997  as  the 
Southern  Baptist  Bivocational  Minis¬ 
terial  Association  and  was  funded  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  North  American 
Minion  Board  (NAMB)  until  2005, 
Wright  said,  when  N.AMB's  vision 
changed. 

Since  then,  BSCLN  has  remained 
Southern  Baptist,  but  is  self-funded 
by  gifts,  grants,  donations  and  ad  hoc 
partnerships  with  state  conventions. 

Small-church  and  bivocational  pas¬ 
tors,  as  well  as  donors  and  support¬ 
ers,  can  access  the  network  at  www. 
smallchurch.net  or  www.bscin.net. 
Pastors  and  leaders  can  also  conn^ 
with  BSCLN  through  regional  direc¬ 
tors.  Tbe  Mississippi/AlfiDama  repre¬ 
sentative  is  Joe  Young  at  e-mail,  oro- 
joecch  ^  bel  Isout  h .  net . 


4 


August  30.  2018  The  Bapti-ST  Record 


:;i:g 


U.  of  Iowa  reinstates  religious  groups  -  for  now 


University  of  Iowa 


IOWA  CITY,  Iowa  (BP)  -  The 
University  of  Iowa  has  rein¬ 
stated  multiple  religious  stu¬ 
dent  groups  as  registered  cam¬ 
pus  organizations  after  one 
rejectee  group  threatened  to 
seek  a  temporary  restraining 
order  amid  i^ndmg  litigation. 

InterVarsity  Graduate 
Christian  Fellowshin  sued 
the  university  Aug.  6  Decause 
school  officials  revoked  the 
fellowship’s  status  as  an  offi¬ 
cial  student  organization  over 
a  requirement  that  InterVar¬ 
sity  Graduate  leaders  “share 
the  g^oim’s  faith  and  exem¬ 
plify  its  Christian  values,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  complaint  filed 
by  the  nonprofit  Becket  Fund 
for  Religious  Liberty. 

The  temporary  reinstate¬ 
ment,  secured  when  Becket 
threatened  to  seek  a  tem¬ 
porary  restraining  order, 
will  apply  until  the  lawsuit  is 
resolved. 


Christian,  Muslim,  Mor¬ 
mon,  and  Sikh  groups  were 
among  38  student  organiza¬ 
tions  derekistered  in  July  for 
allegedly  failing  to  comply 
with  the  university’s  human 
rights  policy,  according  to 
news  media  reports. 

“This  win  is  a  win  for  ev¬ 
eryone  —  Christians,  Jews, 
Muslims,  and  Sikhs  alike," 
Becket  senior  counsel  Daniel 
Blomberg  said,  according  to 
an  Aug.  14  news  release.  ^Ev¬ 
eryone  loses  when  state  offi¬ 
cials  pick  who  leads  students 
in  prayer  and  worship,  and 
everyone  wins  when  religious 
students  can  make  those  deci¬ 
sions  for  themselves.  Here’s 
hoping  the  courts  make  the 
university’s  temporary  patch 
into  a  permanent  fix." 

A  university  spokesperson 
told  Baptist  Pr^,  Tbe  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Iowa  does  not  comment  on 
pending  or  ongoing  litigation." 


the  Passion  of 

Preaching 

SpiHPiiihrr  IT-ll).  '^(>18 

iMW 


Reviving  the  Fassinii  of  Preaching 
in  the  Preacher  and  in  the  People  for  ti  years. 
No  matter  your  question, 
the  Word  of  God  has  the  answer. 


’ArisB.  shine,  for  your  hght  hms  come,  and  the  gkxy  of  the  Lord  haea  upon  you. ' 

(Isaiah  60:1) 


September  26-29 
@  6pm 

Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat 
6377  Attala  Road  4227 
West,  MS  39192-7754 

For  information  contact: 

662-739-7292 
Free  childcare  will  be  provided. 


MS  POSITIONS 


Featuring: 

Dr.  Gerald  Harris  |  I>r.  Dean  Register 
Dr.  Robert  Smith  |  Andrew  Lshee 
Dr.  Jerry  Young  |  Dr.  Fred  Luter 
Dr.  Jim  Futral  |  The  Sound 
Other  Musical  Gue.sts  and  Preachers 


For  a  Full  Schedule,  see  website. 
Alsi>,  check  us  out  on  FacebcKik 


THE  MSTOe  9EAIICH  COMMimE  FOR 
CLARKSON  BAPTVT  CHURCH  B  ACCEPT- 
MG  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL-TIIK  PASTOR. 
God  wi  provde  us  He  choice  ffyoufeeiGod 
s  leedno  you  to  CSC.  pleese  subrii  a  resunie 
poor  to  October  1  to  Clartoon  Bapfest  Chifch 
Atto  Search  Corrmetoe  5400  Oto  Hwy  50. 
UatMton.  MS  39752 

PME  OROME  BAPTVT  CHURCH  SEEKMG 
BFVOCATIONAL  PASTOR.  Resume  sent  to 
124  Gatoer  Johnson  Rd  Ma9ee  MS  36111 
pne  grove  bapMQeR  ne< 

CONCORD  BAPnST  CHURCH  B  SEEKMG 
PART  THE  YOUTH  MMBTER  Please  emal 
resume  to  garni  marrey^yehoo  com  or 
send  to  Concord  Bapbst  Chuch  5490  CR  6O1 
Boonevle  MS  38629 


FIST  BAPTBT  OF  \Ni»NA  B  SEEKMG  A 
FULL-TME  STUOENTS  MMBTER  AM  ntor 
esiBd  canddatos  plaase  emaM  your  resume  to 
(Aoone^tcwinona.orq  or  nW  Bapfest 
Oitch,  PO  Box  406,  Wfetor«  MS  38967 
ATTN  DarvelHA 


RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTBT  CHURCH, 
JACKSON,  MS,  SEEKMG  A  PART  TIME 
YOUTH  PASTOR.  ErrW  resurrw  to  ^xner56@ 
hofenaloom 

UMTY  BAPTBT  CHURCH  MOSELLE.  MS  B 
ACCEPTMG  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL-TIE 
PASTOR.  Please  mai  resumes  to  Dnty  Bapfest 
Church,  PO  Box  156  MoeeMe  MS  39459  Or 
you  may  emal  them  to  ubc  resumes^yahoo 
com  EMher  should  be  des^nated  as  AttorHon 
c^astor  Search  Commnee 


@  PassionPreaching 
and  Youtube. 


Kichbiirg  baptist  Gliiirch 
"2  Sandy  Run  Road 
Hattiesburg.  Mississippi 


SEEXMO  A  FULL-TBK  PASTOR  -  BETHANY 
BAPTBT  CHURCH  Locatod  at  Merdan.  MS  r 
tw  l^^iynol  community  of  Southern  Lauderdale 
Cofty  Please  emoi  nesurrw  to  offioeCpihyrv 
otoetenyory  or  mal  to  Betiary  Bapfest  cNjr^ 
4475  Ponds  Road  Manden  MS  39301 
FIRST  BAPTBT  OF  GREENVLLE  6 
SEARCHMG  FOR  A  FULL  TIE  MMISTER 
Of  STUDENTS  AM  iraBrestod  canddales 
piease  submrt  your  resume  to  malexander© 
fbcgreervile  net 


CAREY  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MT 
PLEASANT  MS  B  SEEKMG  A  STUDENT 
MMISTER.  Pleaee  emaM  resume  to 
cmalone7722@att  net  Or  mal  to  Carey  Chapel 
Bapfest  Church  170  Carey  Chapel  to  Red 
Banks  .  MS  36661 

RICHMOND'  BAPTBt  CHURCH  M  RURAL 
LEE  COUNTY,  IfS,  NEAR  TUPELO  B 
SEEKMG  A  Bt-VOCATIONAL  PRAISE  TEAM 
LEADEWMUSIC  MMBTER.  Emal  resune  to 
baptBlviorVxpteadef^grnai  com 


Iowa  City’s  Press-Citizen 
newspaper  reported  the  uni¬ 
versity  set  out  in  January  and 
February  to  enforce  its  human 
rights  policy  and  reviewed 
the  constitutions  of  513  stu¬ 
dent  organizations.  The  356 
eroups  mat  did  not  include  a 
^full  and  correct*  statement  of 
the  university’s  human  ri^ts 
policy  in  their  constitutions 
were  given  deadlines  to  rem¬ 
edy  the  perceived  problem 
—  June  15  for  most  types  of 
organizations  and  Sept.  4  for 
sororities  and  fraternities. 

The  deregistered  orga¬ 
nizations  apparently  were 
those  that  did  not  comply  to 
the  university’s  satisfaction. 
Dere^stered  groups  without 
religious  ties  nave  not  been 
relisted  on  the  university’s 
student  organization  website, 
The  Gazette  newspaper  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  Iowa,  reported. 

The  university  sent  an 
email  this  week  to  student 
organizations  explaining  the 
temporary  reversal  for  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

“Any  student  organization 
having  indicated  ‘spiritual 
and  religious’  as  a  first,  sec¬ 
ond  or  third  category  [of  its 
activities]  will  be  considered 
a  registered  student  orga¬ 
nization  until  the  litigation 
against  the  University  of  Iowa 
involving  student  organiza¬ 
tions  is  resolved,"  student  life 
vice  president  Melissa  Shivers 
wrote  in  an  Aug.  13  email  pro¬ 
vided  to  Baptist  Press. 

Becket  attorneys  secured 
the  temporary  reversal  by  ne¬ 
gotiating  with  university  at¬ 
torneys  in  hopes  of  getting  In¬ 
terVarsity  Graduate  back  on 
campus  in  time  for  an  Aug.  15 
graauate  student  fair.  The  Ga¬ 
zette  reported.  As  part  of  the 
negotiations,  Becket  threat¬ 
ened  to  ask  for  a  temporary' 
restraining  order. 

InterVarsity  Graduate’s 
student  president  Katrina 
Schrock  said,  “As  we  all  pre¬ 
pare  to  head  back  to  school, 
we  re  excited  to  know  Inter- 
Varsity  will  also  be  back  on 
campus  and  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity  we  love. 

“These  last  few  months 
have  been  crazy,  but  we’re 
grateful  to  be  able  to  ^et  back 
to  focusing  on  meeting  and 
serving  the  new  graduate  and 
professional  students  in  our 
Hawkeye  community,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  Becket’s  release. 

The  student  organization 
Business  Leaders  in  Christ 
(BLC)  filed  a  similar  law¬ 
suit  against  the  university  in 
December  2017  after  it  was 
kicked  off  campus  for  requir¬ 
ing  leaders  to  hold  biblical  be¬ 
liefs  about  human  sexuality.  A 
federal  judge  ruled  in  January 
that  the  university  must  tem¬ 
porarily  restore  BLC’s  regis¬ 
tered  status  while  the  case  is 
pending. 
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EBENEZER  CHURCH,  ATTALA  ASSOCIATION,  recmitty 
ordained  Bob  Myers  as  deacon.  Shofl^  are  pastor  Larry  Harvey, 
Myers,  and  his  wife,  Hilda  / 


►  OoMToade  Church,  Pdahalchia,  is  offering  GriefShare.  a  ministry  to  help  tboee  who  have  lost 
a  loved  one.  Fall  sessions  begin  6:30  p.m.  Sept  4  for  13  weeks.  For  more  information,  visit  www. 
crossroadspel.org  or  call  (601)546^2297. 


Staff  Changes 


1 

■  i 

/ 

r 
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ROCKY  CREEK  CHURCH,  LUCEOALE,  has  called  Lee 
Merck  as  pastor  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Christie  and  four 
daughters 


WILLIAMSBURG  CHURCH,  COLLINS,  has  OAK  HILL  CHURCH,  POPLARVILLE,  has 

called  Ronnie  Purser  as  pastor  He  is  shown  with  called  Brady  McElhenr>ey  as  youth  pastor  He  is 
his  wife,  Brenda  shown  with  his  wife  Lalah 
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LifeWay  Research:  poWtics  dividing  churches 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  As  Ameri¬ 
ca  has  become  increasin^y  di¬ 
vided  by  politics  in  recent  yeai8» 
so  have  its  Protestant  churches, 
according  to  a  study  released 
Aug.  23  ty  LifeWay  Reseuch, 
an  arm  of  L^Way  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Soirthem 

K  Convention  in  Nash- 
Bt  specializes  in  surveys 
about  fiaith  in  culture  and  mat¬ 
ters  that  affect  churches. 

More  than  half  (57%)  of 
Protestant  churchgoers  under 
age  50  sa^  they  prmr  to  so  to 
cnu^  with  people  who  snare 
their  politiciu  views,  and  f^ 
adult  Protestant  churchgoers 
say  they  attend  services  with 
praple  of  a  different  political 
persuasion,  j- 

*iike  many  places  in  Aao^r- 
ica.  churches  are  divided  by 
poutks,*  said  Scott  MeCon- 
neD,  executive  director  of  Life- 
Way  Research,  ‘and  churchgo¬ 
ers  under  50  seem  to  want  it 
that  way." 

For  the  study,  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  surveyed  1,010  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  attend  services  at 
least  once  a  month  at  a  Prot¬ 
estant  or  nondenominational 
church. 

Forty-six  per^nt  amee  with  Lutherans  (33%)  are  less  likely  Half  agree  their  political  vic%vs  cal  views  match  others  in  their  stick  around  even  if  they  dis- 

the  statement,  “I  prefer  to  at-  to  am^.  match  those  of  in  their  church  (57%),  compared  to  agree  over  politics.  A  previ- 

tend  a  chur^  where  j^ple  “Only  a  third  of  churchgoers  church,  while  19%  disagree  and  those  who  don’t  hold  evangeli-  ous  LifeWay  Research  study 

share  my  politic^  views.  For-  in  the  study  had  strong  fe^in^  30%  are  uncertain.  cal  beliefs  (44%).  of  Protestant  and  nondenomi- 

ty-two  percent  disagree.  Twelve  on  this  subject,"  NuKkmn^  Churchgoers  mcs  35  to  49  Baptist  (58%),  nonde-  national  churchgoers  found 
percent  are  not  sure.  sakL  Twelve  percent  strongly  (61%)  arc  more  likely  to  agree  nominational  (54%),  and  As-  only  one  in  10  would  consider 

percent  ^  of  agr^  %vhile  22  percent  strong-  than  thoee  ages  ^  to  64  (47%)  se'mblies  of  God/Pentecoatal  leaving  their  church  over  po- 

churchgoers  ages  18  to  49  ly  disanw.  or  those  65  anoT  older  churchgoers  are  more  liticaJ  views, 

agree.  Fewer  churchgoers  ages  "Pcmtics  doesn’t  seem  to  be  Men  (58%)  are  more  likely  likely  to  agree.  Lutherans  are  "More  than  a  few  churchgo- 
50  to  64  (39^)  or  ages  65  and  a  high  prioritY  for  most  Protes-  to  agree  than  women  (46%).  less  likely  (31%).  ers  in  the  most  recent  study 

over  (33^  amee.  Men  {51%)  tants  v^n  cnoosing  a  church  Those  who  attend  aervioes  at  Protestant  churchgoers  and  (^0%)  don’t  know  the  political 
are  more  lik^  to  agree  than  to  attend,"  he  said,  "but  for  a  least  once  a  week  (52%)  are  other  Americans  wrig)  attend  vievm  of  people  besides  them  in 

women  (43%).  small  group  of  diurchgoers,  it’s  more  likely  to  agree  than  those  worship  services  at  least  once  the  pews,"  McConnell  said. 

Methodist  (57%),  nonde-  realty  crucml."  who  attend  once  or  twice  a  a  monm  made  up  about  half  of  "rolitks  isn’t  the  only  thina 

nominarional  (51%)  aixi  Baptist  lifeWay  Research  also  month  (^%).  voters  (52%)  in  ^  2016  presi-  that  churchgoers  care  about, 

(49%)  churchgoers  are  more  asked  Protestant  churchgoers  American  churchgoers  who  dential  dection,  according  to  he  said.  "In  some  churches, 
likety  to  agree  than  churchgo-  if  their  political  views  match  hold  evangelical  beliefs  are  data  from  Pew  Research.  politics  isn’t  mentioned  at  aO  — 

ers  nom  other  denominations,  those  of  people  in  their  churdi.  more  likely  to  agree  their  polhi-  ^  Churchgoers  are  likely  to  at  least  in  the  pews." 


My  political  views  match  those 
of  most  people  at  my  church. 


I  prefer  to  attend  a  church  where 
people  share  my  political  views. 


19% 


Disag 


ree 


51% 


Agree 


30% 


Not 


Sure 


LifeWay  seeks  to  help  budding  Christian  entrepreneurs 


FaithWorlts 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Nashville  nas  launched 
FaithWorks,  a  faith-based  co- 
working  and  shared  office  space 
concept  designed  to  provide 
%vorkspace8  and  services  for 
Christian  entrepreneurs,  free¬ 
lancers,  startups,  and  small 
businesses. 

"We’re  lookinx  to  attract  in¬ 
dividuals  or  small  business  own¬ 
ers  wIk)  share  LifeWay’s  values," 
said  Amy  Thompson,  LifeWay’s 
director  of  corporate  affairs. 

The  idea  of  hosting  a  co¬ 
working  space  came  from  Life- 
W^  Pr^ident  Thom  S.  Rainer. 

*As  more  people  work  for 
themselves  ratner  than  employ¬ 
ers,  many  need  a  place  to  work 
beyond  the  traditional  office 
lease  and  structure."  Rainer 
said.  "Whea  we  completed  our 
new  fecility,  I  saw  a  perfect  op¬ 


portunity  for  LifeWay  to  move 
into  the  co-%vorldng  world  with 
a  first-class  facility  and  a  faith- 
based  environment." 

LifeWay  moved  to  its  new 
downtown  location  in  Nash¬ 
ville’s  Capitol  View  develop¬ 
ment  last  November,  with 
proximity  to  Interstate  65/40 
providing  easy  access  to  the  rest 
of  metro  area. 

A  variety  of  workspace  choic¬ 
es  are**  available,  from  open 
seating  to  dedicated  desks  and 
private  offices.  Competitively 
priced  with  similar  service  pro¬ 
viders,  FaithWorks  offers  with 
each  membership  level: 

■  Free  WiFi. 

■  Access  to  the  LifeWay  Cafe. 

■  On-site  fitness  center 
membership. 

■  Conference  rooms. 

FaithWorks  members  also 

will  enjoy  community-focused 
perks,  such  as  invitations  to  at¬ 


tend  LifeWay  employee  chapels 
which  often  feature  renowned 
Bible  teachers  and  Christian 
artists,  and  opportunities  to 
participate  in  employee  events 
such  as  on-campus  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  local  service  projects. 

There  is  also  an  option  for 
members  to  add  onsite  parking 
to  their  membership. 

LifeWay’s  Capitol  View  loca¬ 
tion  offers  FaithWorks  members 
conv'enient  access  to  restaurants 
and  retail  shops  in  a  walkahle 
neighborhood.  “Coworking 
spaces  in  Nashville  arc  very  pop¬ 
ular  right  now,”  Thompson  said. 
“Having  one  in  this  growing  area 
Is  great  for  the  new  and  soon-to- 
come  businesses. 

"It’s  a  way  for  LifeWay  to  be 
a  good  neighbor  by  bringing 
potential  new  customers  to  the 
restaurants  and  shops  and  be¬ 
ing  a  positive  presence  in  Capi¬ 
tol  View." 
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LifeWay  president,  CEO  Rainer 
announces  retirement  in  2019 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  ~  Thom  S. 
Rainer,  president  and  CEO  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  ^ptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Nashville,  announced 
Aug.  27  that  he  plans  to  retire  in 
the  coming  year. 

Rainer  told  lifeWay  trustees 
during  his  report  at  dieir  Aug. 
27-28  meet^  in  Nashville  he 
.  Ls  confident  in  the  future  of  Life- 
Way  to  a  large  degree  b«:ause  of 
the  focus,  t^ent  and  ministry 
conviction  of  its  employees. 

“The  past  13  years  nave  been 
some  of  the  most  blessed  years  of 
my  life,"  Rainer  sakL  “I  love  life¬ 
Way  and  the  iiK^redible  men  and 
yvomen  who  serve  the  Lord  with 
joy  and  hard  work,  while  equip¬ 
ping  the  church  for  mission 
of  making  disciples.” 

To  provide  adequate  time  for 
the  sejuth  process  for  the  next 
president  and  CEO  and  for  a 
smoo>th  transition,  Rainer  said 
he  wifi  serve  until  a  new  presi¬ 
dent  is  named  or  throu^  the 
end  of  August  2019,  whichever 
comes  first. 

Rainer,  who  turned  age  63  in 
July,  told  trustees  he  made  the 
decision  to  retire  with  the  firm 
conviction  it  was  time  for  his 
departure.  “It  is  time  to  pass  the 
baton  of  leadership  to  a  new’  gen¬ 
eration.  The  next  president  will 
lead  an  organization  poised  for  a 
great  future.  Thou^  it  will  come 
with  challenges,  I  have  never 
been  more  excited  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  LifeWay.” 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  Life- 
Ways  hoard  of  trustees,  board 
chair  Jimmy  Scromns  saiki:  “We 
aie  deepl>'  gratefuifor  the  work 
Hr.  Rainer  and  his  staff  have  ac- 
cTimplished  the  pa^  13  years  to 
support  churches  in  their  mis¬ 
sion  of  maldn£  disciples  and  pro¬ 
viding  biblical  solutions  for  life. 

“Dr.  Rainer  has  strategicallv 
led  through  times  of  economic 
uncertainty,  the  digital  rev^- 
tion,  changing  church  practices, 
and  tumultuous  shifts  in  culture. 
HLs  foresight  and  ability  to  lead 
change  well  prepared  Life- 
Way  for  the  future  as  the  orga¬ 
nization  continues  to  impact  and 
influence  the  world  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Rainer  became  the  ninth 
president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  entity  in  Feb.  2006.  Signifi¬ 
cant  advancements  during  hLs 
tenure  include; 

■  Five  ainsecutive  years  of 
^i^rowth  in  ongoing  curriculum 
after  nearly  30  years  of  decline. 
Helping  fiiel  the  growth  is  The 
CJospel  Project,  a  group  Bible 
J^ucty  focus^  on  thrology.  Ini¬ 
tially  projected  to  draw  30,000 

.  users,  the  curriculum  now  engag¬ 
es  more  than  1.5  million  wedih 
users  in  the  stinty  of  God's  Wonl. 

■  The  strategic  sale  of  Life- 
Way’s  former  campiLs  and  mov  ¬ 
ing  LifeWay  s  headquarters  to  a 
r.ew  location  in  downtown  Nash¬ 
ville,  aimpieted  in  2018. 


RAINER 

■  ^paneling  LifeWay’s 
worldwide  reach  through  Life- 
Way  Global.  I^st  year,  LifeWay 
Global  distributed  resources 
to  164  of  the  world’s  105  coun¬ 
tries,  reaching  more  than  four 
million  people,  and  LifeWay 
resources  are  licensed  in  more 
than  60  languages. 

During  Rainer’s  time  as 
president,  LifeWay  has  also 
made  several  key  acquisitions 
including  WordsearA  Bible, 
Student  Life,  and  Auxano. 

Rainer  has  authored  more 
than  two  dozen  books,  includ¬ 
ing  his  most  recent  books  ti- 
tl^.  Becoming  a  Welcoming 
Church;  I  Will:  Nine  Traits  of 
an  Outwardly  Focused  Chris¬ 
tian;  Autopsy  of  a  Deceased 
Church;  and  the  award-win¬ 


ning  and  best-selling  I  Am  a 
Church  Member. 

His  website,  ThomRainer.com, 
oon^ues  to  reach  nxxe  than  10 
million  viewers  annually.  His  two 
podcasts,  Rainer  on  Leadership 
and  Revitalize  &  Replant  witn 
Thom  Rainer,  have  a  oennhined 
total  of  1.5  million  downloads. 

Rainer  said  he  strong  de¬ 
sires  to  dedicate  the  next  of 
his  life  to  maldn^  a  contribution 
to  the  revitalization  of  churches. 
“I  love  the  local  church.  I  want 
to  give  every  minute  God  allows 
me  to  make  a  difference  to  see 
churc^  revitalized” 

Rainer  noted  he  is  planning 
to  hew  a  nonprofit  organization 
called  Revitalize  Networic  to  help 
churches  grow  healthier. 

He  also  plans  to  marimirp 
his  time  wim  family  in  retire¬ 
ment.  “I  love  mv  family  and  am 
lookup  forward  to  haying  more 
flexibility  to  spend  time  with 
them,"  he  said. 

Rainer  and  his  wife  Nellie  Jo 
have  three  sons  and  daughters- 
in-law  and  10  grandchildren. 

LifeWay  is  one  of  the  world's 
largest  providers  of  Christian 
products  and  services,  includ- 
mg  Bibles,  books,  Bible  studies, 
music,  church  supplies,  encamp¬ 
ments,  and  events. 

Established  in  Nashville  in 
1891  and  previously  known 
at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  the  company  owns  and 
grates  more  than  170  LifeWay 
Qiristian  Stores  throughout  the 
United  States  -  six  stores  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  —  as  well  as  Ridgecrest 
Christian  Conference  Center  in 
North  (Carolina. 


SPECIAL  GIFT  -  A  pair  of  boys  in  a  remote  village  of  Uganda 
cradle  a  young  goat  that  was  given  to  their  family  by  Baptist 
Global  Response  (BGR).  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  BGR) 

BGR  ‘GoatFundMe’  to 
benefit  poor  families 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  Baptist 
Globa)  Response  (BGR)  has 
launched  a  “GoatFundMe” 
campaim  to  purchase  1,000 
goats  tor  people  in  need 
around  the  world. 

BGR  undergirds  the  world¬ 
wide  work  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  likemind'id  partners. 
BGR  is  not  an  ofifirial  entity  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  but  is  committed  to  help¬ 
ing  Southern  Ba^  tists  connect 
with  people  in  need  around 
the  world. 

One  goat  cos’s  roughly  $75 
so  BGR  has  set  a  $75,000  goal 
for  the  campaign-  v 

Jeff  Palmei,  BGR’s  CEO, 
said  GoatFundMe  focuses 
on  one  very  useful  animal  to 
help  improve  life  for  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  families.  “Goats  can 
produce  healthy,  '  nutritious 


mUk  for  families  and  in  most 
cases,  their  milk  is  even  rec¬ 
ommended  over  cow’s  milk 
because  of  its  favorable  pro¬ 
tein  composition. 

“Goats  not  only  produce 
milk  but  they  can  also  produce 
meat  for  the  family  as  well  as 
extra  income  throu^  the  sell¬ 
ing  of  their  offspnng.  More¬ 
over,  they  are  easy  to  raise, 
take  up  very  little  land  area, 
and  are,  for  the  most  part,  a 
hardy  animal  that  can  survive 
in  a  variety  of  climates.” 

BGR  lu«  published  down¬ 
loadable  resources  online  at 
gobgr.org/goatfuncfoie  to  help 
churches  and  individuals  raise 
support  for  the  campaign. 
Those  resources  include  two 
games,  a  list  of  fundraising 
ideas,  and  a  plan  for  a  goat- 
themed  youth  event. 


±OC±i^  H  lii 


LKG  HK  MKPNLVDRVL  UC  NUWBH- 
VKPLCVLL,  NVYE  UC  AVNJM;  ONVYF 
PE  MKPN  QYDDKG  WNKPCX;  QKN  UH 
UL  HUAV  HK  LVVF  HBV  DKNX,  HUDD 
BV  JKAV  YCX  NYUC  NUWBHVKPLCVLL  I 

PEKC  MKP. 

BKLVY  HVC;  HGVDRV 

Clue:  B  =  H  ' 

Have/un  with  ciyptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  t 
last  week ’s  puzzle:  Luke  5:32 

By  Chari#*  Marx.  1 932-2004,  C  2005 


The  Andy  Holder 
Retired  Ministers  Benefit 
Golf  Tournament 

Friday  Sefiember  28,  2018 

Bay  PoiNTE  Country  Club 
Hwt  471  North,  Brandon,  MS 
Cost  $75  her  pfc;RsoN 


For  information  call  Tom  Prather  at  601-613-1077  or 
Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church  601-372-6154 
or  email  tom.e.prather^gmail.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


YORK  TBMACE  BAFTOT  CHURCH  B 
SEEKMO  A  FULL  TME  PASTOR  TO  LEAD 
THE  CHURCH  M  ACCORDANCE  VRTH 
000*S  WflLL.  An  ertergBtc  worlter  Mho  in- 
spim  t«  Church  to  serve  aiongade  Relevant 
rrvinlBrtol  experience  preferred  Send  resume 
to  Pastor  Search  CommidBe.  Yort  Terrace 
Bspbm  Church,  1401  E  30(h  Street  Sheffield. 
Alabama  35660 


HOPPER  STAINED  GLASS:  Custom 
MindOMS,  restorabon  arrd  repars,  safety  and 
nsulaled  glass,  custom  aiunvium  and  wood 
frames  Statewide  601-502-0202.  wwwhop- 
pergtessnet _ 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  ES- 
HMATES:  Davis  Upholstery,  QuUman.  Mbs  . 
phone  601-776-6617 _ 


THE  NORTH8HORE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION  ISOOTHEAST  LOU61ANA)  IS  SEEK- 
MG  RESUMES  FOR  AN  ASSOCIATONAL 
MISSION  STRATEGIST  (DOM).  Interested 
persons  shouU  wsrt  vnvvv  rnrihshorebapbsts 
net/seerch 


GATLMBURG  RENTAL  Cabin 
Contact  832-  922-  0401  or  Emat  pdtw4  / 
aUrret  tor  rfermalion  and  boolung 


STAJNEO  GLASSWORKS,  MC.,  SERVMG  MS 
&  AL  sree  1992  Cal  800-605-2970 


WINDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  endows 
artostorrnMvrdowsbuilo  fit  your  opening  Plus 
new  rWrdoMr  screens  and  rescreeri  old  screerrs 
Cal  Tom  Cook  601-709-4879. 


WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT. 
COM.  Chnstian  owned  Don  &  Rita  Sebien 
601-992-2092  Al  home  mprovemenis  skiing, 
energy  efficient  \Mndows  metal  &  shngle  roofs, 
screen  &  sunrooms.  pabo  covers,  decks,  room 
adcftons,  kitchen  &  bath  upgrades _ 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSDE  VACATION 
CONOOS:  GULF  SHORES  &  ORANGE 
BEACH,  AL  Rert  direct  tom  ChriBtian  Famly 
Ovmers,  loweat  prices  on  the  Beach,  www 
oNshorescondo&oom.  2S1-656-4935.  205- 
566-0368.251-752-2366 


HEIDELBERG  STAJNEO  GLASS,  MERIDAN 

DESIGN,  FABRICATION  REPAIR  Herdel- 
bergstamedgiass  com  or  cal  ek  601-483-7958 
or  cel  601-616-1360 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HeaMh  Insurance 
and  Medtoare  Supplement  Cal  1-800-541- 
8196  or  visl  www.Tiner1nsurenceOnine  com. 


PULPIT  SUPPLY  AVAIABLE;  Retired 
Southern  BaplisI  Navy  chaplain  avaiabie  for 
Sikiday  puipi  supply  on  short  notice  (pastor 
Iness,  vacation,  rest  eto.)  100  mis  radus  of 
Hattiesburg  Deacon  of  Hardy  Street  Baptist 
Church  Graduate  of  New  Ortoans  Bapbst  and 
Fuler  Theological  Semtoaries.  References 
avaiabie.  Compensabon  unimportant  Contact 
himat601-408U606ofbennyhomsby.com 


FOUNDATm 

FLASHBACKHS 

Highlights  from  the  history  of  your  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  shared  in  the  format  of  their  original 
publication  in  The  Baptist  Record.  The  following  article  wos 
published  on  September  16,  1971. 

September  Designated  As 
Baptist  Foundation  Month 
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dbesMdBloik 
i  is  givsa  hy  aesl  Bap- 

I  of  nfiroviBg  the«r  sco- 


Ueibflusaisly.  the  Hase  mmusi  of 
thought  ii  aot  fjtvm  to  Ood*i  will  as  it  ii 
rdsicd  Id  eslslr  plaamag 

Fvcry  ChriitisD  wowld  do  well  lo 
coniUaiUy  remember  that  we  are  alew- 
arda  of  the  total  of  life  and  of  lhal  pai| 
of  God's  Bialenai  blessings  which  MtaU 
be  left  at  our  decaasc 

You  arc  encouraged  lo  onll  on  ytmr 
Mtssissipfit  Baptist  KoanrteSinn  for  as¬ 
sistance  m  establishing  a  treat  agrsa- 
ment  and  in  guidance  for  the  prodocNon 
of  Chrwtiaa  wills. 

The  record  of  yow  Foondabon  it  such 
as  should  BMptre  total  oonftdenoc  at  fee 
aimtbiyi 

ytaUsprofeBe^ 

Far  ( 


yield  on  fea  OeMrel  FjMowmcnl  Fund 
waa7.l7par  canL 

Tina  exccBeal  yield  ia  a  lealnnciny  to  fee 
of  fundi  by  the  avesl- 
of 

The  prindgni  of  the  hada  arfeuna- 
fndbyfedFn—rfetion  is  t34«7.186  Oa 
The  gdy  fer  fee  year  —ntmlrd  to 
S226.07100 

The  FoundalKMi  eanad  for  the  accouate 
aomced  $207,692.00 

The  Miasuaipfn  Baptist  Foundation 
aatabliahM  trust  agreement  of  various 
kmdi  but  specirically  where  the  total  of 
the  income  produced  shall  forever 
ihareaBer  go  lo  the  cause  of  Chnsi  des¬ 
ignated  by  the  donor 

We  also  have  nmny  trust  agreemenU 
where  an  individual  or  couple  received 
fea  total  ianof  produced  during  uieu 
satire  Ufa  bat  after  fee  daceasc  of  the 
garaon  or  peraoas  the  lacoaM  thereafter 
foaa  lo  the  deaominalioaaJ  cause  previ- 
oaaly  daaigsated. 

Ammatty  fee  Foandaboa  is  mcreaatng 
foe  ouafeer  of  wBla  progarly  prwhioed 
whereby  ■ome  part  of  fee  ettMe  shall  uMi- 
malely  gfve  mgporl  to  soaae  area  of  the 
deaommatioool  prognni 

Yoar  Misaiasipgi  Bapifei  Foundation 
lavilao  yaar  inquiry  mto  its  functions 
Md  la  aarue  yua  m  these  and 


»»  Visit  msbaptistfoundation.org,  call  601-292-3210, 
or  e-mail  foundation@mbcb.org  to  team  how  your  church 
can  encourage  legacy  giving  through  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  during  the  month  of  September . 


ANOTHER  SHOOTING  —  First  responders  aid  a  victim  of  the  mass  shooting  Aug  26  during  a 
Madden  NFL  19  video  game  tournament  at  Jacksonville  Landing  in  downtown  Jacksonville,  FI.  (BP 
screen  capture  courtesy  of  News4Jax  in  Jacksonville) 


Jacksonville  shootings  prompt 
church  ASK  prayer  gatherings 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  Four  deaths  and  13  injuries 
from  shootii^  at  two  sport¬ 
ing  events  this  past  weekend  in 
Jacksonville,  Fi.,  have  leaders 
lamenting  a  “new  norma]”  of  vi¬ 
olence  amid  calls  to  prayer  that 
seemingly  fade  aw^. 

Three  were  killed  and  11 
injured  August  26  in  a  mass 
shooting  at  a  high  stakes  video 
game  tournament  in  downtown 
Jacksonville,  fbUotadng  the  kill¬ 
ing  of  one  and  the  of  two 

others  at  a  high  security  Friday 
night  high  school  football  game 
just  seven  miles  away. 

Police  attribiited  the  footbaD 


game  shooting  at  WQiiam  Mar- 
ibn  Raines  Senior  High  School 
to  gang  activity,  according  to 
news  rejwrts. 

The  violence  follows  the  Val¬ 
entine’s  Etey  2018  massacre  of 
14  students  and  staff  at  a  Park¬ 
land,  FI.,  high  school  that  also 
injured  17  students. 

Several  Southern  Baptist 
churches  hosted  concurrent 
Ask  Seek  Knock  (ASK)  prayer 
gatherings  Aug.  28  in  and 
around  Jacksonville.  The  time 
and  theme  were  based  on  Mat¬ 
thew  7:7,  said  Rick  Wheeler 
Jacksonville  Association  lead 
missional  strategist. 

“Jesus  says  in  the  Scripture, 
Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  to 
you.  Seek,  and  you  will  find. 
Knock,  and  the  door  will  be 
opened  to  you.’* 

School  and  community  lead¬ 
ers  are  reviewing  safety  mea¬ 
sures  and  conducting  investiga¬ 
tions.  The  gunman  at  Sunday’s 
video  gtune  tournament  is 
among  tne  dead. 

The  host  of  one  of  the  eight 
prayer  gatherings  scheduleato 
date,  senior  pastor  David  Tark- 


There  is  a  lesson  for 
us  in  this.  Confronted 
with  the  unvarnished  evil 
of  Sunday's  shooting,  we 
must  counter  rt  with  love. 

The  antidote  to  hate  is 
love.' 

Heath  Lambert 

senior  peator  of  First 
Church,  Jacksonville 


ington  of  First  Church  in  Or- 
ann  Park,  expressed  his  view  in 
a  Diog  post  to^y. 

“It  is  at  times  like  this  when 
community  leaders,  news 
agencies,  and  even  those  with 
no  belief  in  God,  call  for  things 
to  be  done,”  Tarkinrton  wrote. 
“The  word  ‘pray’  oecomes  a 
hashtag  that  trends  for  a  few 
days  as  many  use  sdcial  media 
to  state  we  must  #PrayFor- 
Jacksonville. 

“I  believe  that  and  am  even 
sharing  that  statement,  but  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  not 
fall  into  the  trap  of  seeing  prayer 
as  a  weak,  viral  response  to 
tragedy,”  Tarkinrfon  blogged. 

..One  Jacksonville  cit>'  leader 
stated  ‘We  really  need  to  talk 
about  God.  I’m  asking  the  faith- 
based  community  to  step  up.’ 

“I  cannot  disagree  with  that, 
but  the  church  must  understand 
that  to  ‘step  ud’  means  we  must 
first  kneel  oerore  God  together, 
seeking  His  face.  His  wiU,  while 
conf^ing  our  sins  of  compla¬ 
cency  and  self-prooiotion. 

“Pray.  Step  up.  Kneel  down," 
Tarkington  urged.  “Step  out¬ 
side  and  he  tnc  light  in  the 
darkness." 


Heath  Lambert,  senior  pas-  ^ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Jackson¬ 
ville,  said  the  latest  shooting 
reminds  him  of  the  love  God 
displayed  in  the  redeeming 
sacrifice  of  Jesus  on  the  cross 
mor^  than  2,000  years  ago, 
followed  by  Jesus’  miraculous 
resurrection. 

“There  is  a  lesson  for  us  in 
this.  Conhonted  with  the  un¬ 
varnished  evil  of  Sunday’s 
shooting,  we  must  counter  it 
with  love.  The  antidote  to  hate 
is  love,*  Lambert  wrote  Sunday. 
“There  are  all  sorts  of  ways  we 
can  love  each  other  in  t^  af¬ 
termath  of  this  obvious  hatred, 
but  one  way  was  made  obvious 
in  the  hashtag,  #Pray4Ji^  that 
quickly  appeared  on  social  me¬ 
dia.  Rj^t  now,  one  of  the  most 
tangible  ways  we  can  love  our 
dty  is  with  our  prayers."  ' 

Many  lamented  the  kill¬ 
ings  as  too  common  ^nd  a  new 
normal,  including  Jacksonville 
Mawr  Lenny  Curry. 

“^We  have  faced  an  occur¬ 
rence  that  is  all  too  com¬ 
mon,”  Curry  said  Sunday  at 
Jacksonville.com,  the  website 
of  the  Florida  Times  Union. 
“At  terrible  times,  we  see  the 
best  in  people,  and  today  is  nsa 
different." 

Police  identified  the  shoot¬ 
er  as  za-year-old  David  Katz 
of  Maryland,  who  reportedly 
opened  fire  during  a  Madden 
NFL  19  tournament  at  Chicago 
Pizza,  a  restaurant  at  Jackson- 
ville  Landing.  The  tournament 
included  cash  prizes  totaling 
$i6s,ooo,  according  to  the 
Madden  Claaskc  website.  Police 
did  not  state  a  motive  for  the 
1:30  p.m.  shooting,  but  a  wit¬ 
ness  told  Jacksonville.com  that 
Katz  was  losing  the  game. 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
^nd  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
*  believe  jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
^0^  niy  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  lesus.) 
4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
i'iwd  him  thrm  hv  li.nr  thv  ri^ht  tn  fu  t  nmv  (hiidrvn  ni 
(iftti,  f'lf/;  f(i  fhttsr  it /to  in  f}i>  n  iftn-  '  lahn  11  J 

i-si.Ki  f,ir  (  hr-st  fuH  IV  »  o'lt  K  !  .1  t.M  .il  s..uth.  rti  l!.i|i!ist  ,  In.,,  h 


These  are  the  leaders  tions,  national  entities  and 

ho  have  been  leading  ♦ 

4.U  ^  the  good  news,  that 

in  the  things  before  I  Jesus  came  to  save  sinners, 
>ecame  president  and  should  supersede  all  geomph- 
likely  will  be  there  secondar>’  theologi^l  cul- 

gcnerational  differ- 

eading  after  my  term,  ences;  and 
vanted  to  know  how  1  ■  “To  (i)  assume  the  best  in 

could  serve  them  another  and  that  they  have 

.t.i»2.th.i,.Homin  Sb.’ss'KS,*".;: 

evangensm  and  doubt,  and  (a)  when  a  question 
mobilization,  and  bring  arose  or  a  ifference  in  opin- 
leslon  to  many  of  the 

^  .  ....  ^  ,  .  other  m  the  same  way  Chnst 

iderful  things  already  showed  us  on  the  cross." 
ng  on  throughout  the  Greear  is  senior  pastor  of 
SBC.'  Summit  Church  in  Dur¬ 

ham,  N.C.  Vines  is  senior  pas- 
J.D.  Greear  New  Seasons  Church  in 

San  Diego,  Ca.  Second  Vice 
Southern  Baptist  President  Felix  Cabrera,  lead 
Convention  president  (astor  of  Idesia  Bautista 
Central  Chura  in  Oklahoma 
City,  was  invited  but  could  not 
attend. 

According  to  Baptist  polity, 
churches,  state  conventions, 
and  the  ^uthem  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  are  independent  of 
each  other  -  making  their  own 
ministerial  and  administra¬ 
tive  decisions  -  and  choose  to 
voluntarily  affiliate  with  each 
other.  All  three  groups  partici¬ 
pate  in  giving  to  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program. 


cont  from  p  1 


cont.  from  p.  1 


David  Hankins,  executive 
director  of  the  lx)uLsiana  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Alexandria, 
told  BP  the  Atlanta  meeting 
was  characterized  by  “a  great 
spirit,  camaraderie,  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  work  together." 

In  the  May  31  issue  of  The 
Baptist  Message,  the  weekly 
news  journal  of  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Convention,  Hankins 
wrote,  “J.D.’s  long-term  record 
shows  he  has  been  unsupport- 
ive  of  state  convention  work.  I 
am  happy  he  now  is  saying  that 
ne  values  state  conventions. 
But  until  about  three  years  ago, 
he  gave  very  little  throu^  Uie 
[Coo^rative  Program],  and 
mu(m  of  what  he  1m  his  church 
to  give  to  SBC  causes  was  given 
around  the  state  convention." 

Hankins,  who  endors^  for¬ 
mer  Southwestern  Seminary 
president  Ken  Hemphill  for 
SBC  president  -  Greear's  only 
opponent  —  during  last  June  s 
election  at  the  2018  SBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  Dallas,  said 
Greear  “really  wants  to  move 
forward”  the  same  types  of  ini¬ 
tiatives  in  which  Hankins  was 
nterested  during  the  election 
ampaign." 


Those  include  the  Gospel  for 
everyone;  growing  support  for 
the  Cooperative  Program;  and 
cooperation  among  tne  various 
levels  of  Southern  Mptist  life. 

The  state  executives  and 
Greear  agreed,  according  to  the 
news  release: 

■  “That  a  new  Gospel- 
above-all  culture  needs  to 
prevail  amongst  pastors, 
associations,  state  conven- 


GUIDESTONE 

y^nt  from  p  1 


Submission  Guideiines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  o#  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  o#  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  omaM  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  CKnail  form.  Secondary  mathod:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  onB  1/2  by  ll-inch  pee¬ 
per  and  maiiad.  All  artides  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  ar- 
tides  wiU  be  accepted  over  the  telephone .  Due  to  ever-present 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  wiH  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  In  JPEG  format  are  permisaible. 

Please  make  artides  concise  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  atory.  alor>g  v«th  a  contact  person  s 
address  arxl  telephorw  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronrcaky  via  email,  as 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weH-lighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photograj^hs  will 
be  pointed  Photograplis  containing  inappropriate  gestures  and 
objectjoi^able  clothing  will  not  be  pubiished  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  (terns  that  do  rx)t  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and.^or  photograpfis 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News 
(terns  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitbng  news  is  one  week  prior  lo  requested 
publication  date.  Artidee  that  are  not  dateeeneitive  will  be 

publiehed  on  a  apeoe«vBileUe  beeie.  ThM  gu^ 
not  meem  to  be  eKheuaive. 

Subfi^QM  i»The  Bigdtt  Rmnl 
M$  382(1^0630.  FAX  (001)  2920330.  &nmt  ni  itt 


Holding  on  to  Truth  •  Galatian:^  1:1-10 


God  has  truly  blessed  me  with  the 
incredible  opportunity  to  serve  as  a 
NAMB-endorsed  chaplain  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  Penitentiary.  Better  known 
as  Angola,  LSP  is  a  maximum-secu¬ 
rity  prison  housing  approximately 
6,000  men.  Angola  was  known  as  *the 
bloodiest  prison  in  America."  Today, 
1  believe,  Angola  is  the  most  blood- 
bought  prison  in  America. 

While  sitting  with  a  group  of  of¬ 
fenders  I  asked,  "What  is  the  Gospel?" 
I  received  widely  varying  answers. 
“God  saved  me.‘  “Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke  and  John."  "The  Bible."  “The 
plan  of  salvati('n."  “The  kingdom  of 
God."  One  offender  said,  “I  hope  I  can 
do  enough  good  things  to  balance  out 
all  of  the  bad  things  I  have  done."  So 
many  different  answers,  but  are  any  of 
them  correct? 

Paul  was  facing  the  same  problem. 
He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  churches  of 
Galatia,  including  Antioch,  Iconium, 
Lystra,  and  Derbe.  In  Galatians  i:i-io, 
Paul  introduced  himself  as  an  apostle, 
appointed  by  God.  He  declared  that 
his  authority  came  from  God.  He  of¬ 
fered  a  blessing  of  uace  and  peace, 
both  of  which  could  only  be  found 
through  the  sacrificial  death  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Then  Paul  shared  his  concern. 

Paul  was  struggling  with  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  Galatians  were  aban¬ 
doning  “the  gospel"  and  were  submit¬ 


ting  to  a  life  bound  by  the  law.  They 
were  believing  “another  gospel."  False 
teachers  known  as  Judaizers  were 
teaching  that  a  Gentile  was  required 
to  obey  the  Jewish  laws  and  be  cir¬ 
cumcised  to  be  saved.  Paul  wrote,  “I 
am  amazed  that  you  are  so  Quickly 
deserting  Him  who  called  wu  by  the 
grace  of  Christ,  for  a  different  gos¬ 
pel...."  (v.  6,  NASB). 

While 
the  Judaiz¬ 
ers  and  my 
men  had  a 
variety  of 
answers 
concerning 
the 
pel, 

really  nail 
down  “the 
Gospel"  to 
which  Paul  refers.  Let’s  consider  three 
points:  the  Need,  the  Gospel,  and  the 
Motivation. 

The  Need.  When  Adam  and  Eve 
disobeyed  God,  sin  became  a  raging 
river  separating  us  from  God.  That 
river  is  so  treacherous  that  there  is 
nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  we  can 
do  in  our  own  strength  to  cross  it. 

The  Gospel.  The  NASB  uses  the 
term  gospel  ninety-nine  times.  In  the 
New  Testament,  gospel,«or  euangelion 
in  the  Greek,  means  “good  news."  The 


Good  News  h^ns  with  Jesus.  So  who 
is  Jesus?  Scriptures  reveal  the  follow¬ 
ing.  “Therefore  the  Lord  Himself  will 
give  you  a  sign;  Behold,  a  virgin  will  be 
with  child  and  bear  a  son,  and  she  will 
call  His  name  Immanuel"  (Is.  7;  14). 
Immanuel  means  God  with  us.  “For  a 
child  will  be  bom  to  us,  a  son  will  be 
given  to  us;  and  the  government  will 
rest  on  His  shoulders;  and  His  name 
will  be  called 
Wonderful 
Counselor, 
Mighty  God, 
eternal  Fa¬ 
ther,  Prince 
of  Peace" 
(Is.  9:6).  “In 
the  ban¬ 
ning  was  the 
Word,  and 
the  Word 
was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God. 
And  the  Word  became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us..."  (John  1:1,14).  “But  of  the 
Son  He  (God)  says,  ‘Your  throne,  O 
God,  is  forever  and  ever,  and  the  righ¬ 
teous  scepter  is  the  scepter  of  your 
kingdom"  (Heb.  1:8).  These  scriptures 
tell  us  that  Jesus  is  God  the  Son. 

Paul  explained  that  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther  bridgra  that  treacherous  river  of 
sin  with  Jesus.  “Now  /  make  known 
to  you,  brethren,  the  gospel  which  I 
preached  to  you,  which  also  you  re¬ 


ceived,  in  which  also  you  stand,  by 
which  also  you  are  saved....  For  I  de¬ 
livered  to  you  as  of  first  importance 
what  /  also  received,  that  Christ  died 
for  our  sins  according  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  that  He  was  buried,  and 
that  He  was  raised  on  the  third  day 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that 
He  appeared  to  Cephas,  then  to  the 
twelve. ..to  more  than  five  hundred 
brethren  at  one  time...to  James,  then- 
to  all  the  apostles.. .He  appeared  to 
me  a/so"  (I  Cor.  15:1-8).  That’s  it  -  the 
Gospel!  Jesus  bridged  the  river  pro¬ 
viding  salvation  and  victory  over  our 
sin,  by  His  life,  death,  resurrection, 
ascension.  We  cannot  add  anytMng  - 
not  works,  not  Jewish  law  or  circum¬ 
cision,  not  being  good  enough.  True 
peace  comes  only  by  the  wace  of  God 
through  faith  in  the  sacrincial  death  of 
Jesus.  That’s  the  Gospel  message  that 
God  appoints  all  believers  to  deliver. 

The  Motiviation.  Love!  God  loves 
us  so  much  that  He  chose  to  bridge 
our  sin  for  us.  “For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son,  that  whoever  believes  in  Him 
ohall  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life" 
(John  3:16). 

McGraw  is  development  director 
of  Crossroads  SW  Counseling  Center, 
a  conference  speaker,  Me  coach,  an& 
member  of  Woodville  Church. 


Reality  Check  •  Titus  3:3-1 1 


“If  every  member  of  my  church  were 
just  like  me,  what  type  of  church  would 
my  church  be?"  I  first  heard  that  in 
the  i97o’8  from  a  fellow  pastor  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Ix)uisiana  who  preached  a  revival 
where  I  served  as  pastor.  How  easy  it 
is  to  complain  about  other  members  of 
our  church  when  God  speaks  only  to 
individuals  through  messages  and  His 
word.  Our  focal  passage  in  Titus  3'4- 
6  reads,  “But  after  that  the  kindness 
and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward 
man  appeared,  not  by  works  of  righ¬ 
teousness  which  w'e  have  done,  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  re¬ 
newing  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  Which  he 
shed  on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour,"  (KJV). 

God  saves  us  all  one  at  a  time,  and 
He  speaks  to  us  the  same  way.  If  ev¬ 
ery'  member  of  my  church  welcomed 
people  as  I  do,  how  would  my  church 
welcome  visitors?  Most  churches  are 
friendly  enough,  but  its  members  are 
reluctant  to  bi^ome  true‘friends  with 
people.  This  Scripture  teaches  that 
Goa  saves  us  by  the  washing  of  re¬ 
generation.  That  means  He  makes  us 
over.  We  are  born  again.  2  Corinthi¬ 
ans  5:17  reads,  “Therefore  if  any  man 
be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature:  old 
things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all 


things  are  become  new,“  (KVJ). 

Sadly,  in  my  forty-two  years  as  pas¬ 
tor,  I  have  seen  too  many  people  visit  a 
church,  only  to  be  ignore  bv  its  mem¬ 
bers.  Often  members  speak  to  them 
once,  and  then  forget  tnem.  I  am  so 
glad  that  the  Lord  did  not  speak  to  me 
once  and  then  forget  me.  For  several 
months  I  fought  the  Spirit  of  the  I^rd 
until  I  finally  surrendered  and  was 
saved.  The  members  of  the  church  are 
its  welcome 
mat  to  po¬ 
tential  new 
members, 
lost  or 
saved  Peo¬ 
ple  judge 
the  cnurch 
by  its  mem¬ 
bers.  as  well 
as  its  music 
and  mes¬ 
sage. 

My  brother,  Ralph  and  I  were 
summer  missionaries  during  college 
in  1972  for  the  then  Home  Mission 
Board,  now-called  the  North  American 
Mission  Board.  He  served  in  Montana 
and  I  in  North  Carolina.  Ralph  told 
me  that  in  Montana  he  met  a  man  in  a 


for  Life 

fHc/i  Henson 


saved  right  here  thirty  years  ago,  and 
I’ve  been  sitting  here  being  religious 
ever  since."  God  did  not  save  any  of 
us  to  sit  down  and  be  religious,  but  to 
go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel.  If  we  are  unwilling  to  speak 
to  visitors  at  our  home  church,  how 
will  we  ever  speak  to  lost  people  away 
from  church? 

Titus  3-7-8  reads,  “That  being  justi¬ 
fied  by  his  grace,  w^  should  be  made 
hei's  ac¬ 
cording  to 
the  hope 
of  eternal 
life.  TTiis  is 
a  faithful 
saying,  and 
these  things 
I  will  that 
thou  affirm 
constantly, 
that  they 

which  have  believed  in  God  might  he 
careful  to  maintain  good  works.  These 
things  arc  good  and  profitable  unto 
men,"  (KJV).  This  text  teaches  that  we 
must  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works. 
Where  better  to  start  than  at  our  home 
church.  I  recall  rieiting  a  church  many 
decades  ago  and  its  memhen  staring  at 


church  sitting  on  the  second  row  .  my  wife  kfodhn  aw>|a,mBcept 

said  to  him,  “Brother  ,^lph,  I  wi$  '  m  eac^  oig^t  j 


We  really  felt  welcomed.  We  learned 
quickly  that  they  have  few  visitors,  and 
even  fewer  return  visitors. 

Through  September  and  the  first 
week  in  October,  our  lessons  will  be 
about  connecting  to  and  engaging 
people  in  our  church.  The  first  step  is  a 
fearless  inventory  of  how  we  are  aoing 
now.  Paul  had  to  warn  Titus  to  teach 
his  members  not  to  get  distracted.  TT- 
tus  3:9  warns,  “But  avoid  foolish  ques¬ 
tions,  and  genealogies,  and  conten¬ 
tions,  and  strivines  about  the  law;  for 
they  are  unprofitable  and  vain,"  (K.JV’). 
How  easily  we  are  distracted  from  the 
mission  o(  the  church,  whether  by  con¬ 
tentions,  foolish  questions,  or  who  is 
in  charge.  Then  we  do  not  serve  the 
Ix)rd  and  reach  others  with  the  gospel. 

Jesus  taught  in  Matthew  15:13.  “Fa  ¬ 
cia  plant,  which  my  heavenly  Father 
hath  not  planted,  shall  be  rooted  11]!^ 
(KJ\’).  I  fear  much  of  what  we  call  es¬ 
sential  in  church  was  not  planted  by 
the  Father  and  will  not  last.  A  line 
from  an  old  song  taught,  “Only  what’s 
done  for  Christ  will  count  on  the  scales 
of  eternity."  If  every  member  of  119 
church  were  iust  like  me,  what  type  of 
church  would  my  church  be? 

^  i^x^*f^l)efnbtr  qf  Meadpikk 
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Return  of  remains  is  moving  experience  for  chaplain 


OSAN  AIR  BASE,  South  Korea  (BP) 
—  Before  dawn  on  July  United  Na¬ 
tions  Command  Chaplain  (U.S.  Army 
Colonel)  Sam  Lee,  a  Southern  Baptist, 
stepped  onto  a  U.S.  Air  Force  C-17  air- 
cratt  at  Osan  Air  Base  in  South  ^rea 
to  lead  prayer  for  crew  members  who 
were  abcHit  to  take  off  on  a  historic  flight 
across  the  border  to  North  Korea. 

“I  woke  up  at  3:30  a.m.  and  prayed 
for  them  before  they  departea,*  Lee 
said.  “The  mood  was  both  excitement 
and  solemn." 

A  few  hours  later,  the  same  plane  re- 
^turned  to  the  base  with  ^5  small  wood¬ 
men  coffins  draped  in  the  flag  of  the 
United  Nations  containing  the  remains 
of  U.S.  soldiers.  Lee  again  boarded  the 
plane  to  pray. 

“When  I  Imelt  down  and  touched  the 
boxes,  there  was  an  overwhelming  feel¬ 
ing  of  gratitude  because  the  mission 
went  wSl,  and  we  were  finally  going  to 
be  able  to  fulfill  our  vow  to  these  sol¬ 
diers  that  we  will  never  leave  a  fallen 
comrade  behind." 

'Moving  Ceremony' 

After  a  few  of  initial  analysis  and 
identification  efforts  by  American  mili- 
taty  specialists,  Lee  helped  lead  a  r^- 
triation  ceremony  for  the  remains  before 
they  were  placed  on  U.S.  aircraft  and 
transported  to  Hawaii  for  further  DNA 
analysis  and  identification. 

“It  was  a  very  moving  ceremony,"  Lee 
^id.  “I  began  with  an  invocation  and 
men  representatives  of  the  nations  that 
fought  alongside  the  United  States  in  the 
Korean  War  came  and  paid  respects  to 
the  fallen." 

Lee  said  the  historic  nature  of  the 
event  was  not  lost  on  anyone  present. 
“From  privates  to  generals,  we  were  all 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  this." 

Bugles  played  taps  and  the  national 
anthems  of  the  United  States  and  South 
Korea.  “I  wore  my  stole  for  the  ceremony 
when  we  received  the  remains  at  the  air 
base,"  Lee  said.  “Normi^  at  funerals,  I 
wear  it  with  the  bbck  side  out  but  1  de¬ 
cided  to  wear  the  white  side  out  because 
it  s^bolizes  peace. 

^o  roe,  it  was  also  a  symbol  to  our 
other  faDen  comrades  that  we  will  not 
leave  them  alone,  and  they  will  be  re¬ 
membered." 

Closure 

Douglas  L.  Carver,  currently  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  North  American  Mission  Board’s 
chaplaincy  team  and  retired  U.S.  Army 
Chief  of  Chaplains,  said  Lee  and  mili¬ 
tary  chaplains  like  him  play  a  key  role 
in  nelping  the  families  of  fallen  soldiers 
find  closure. 

“Like  all  military  chaplains,  Sam  had 
^  solemn  and  noble  responsibility  of 
honoring  our  fallen  service  members," 
Carver  said.  “I’m  certaiil  his  prayers 
over  our  troops  killed  in  action  during 
the  Korean  War  helped  brin^  a  much- 
needed  closure  to  tne  families  of  the 
fallen  as  well  as  rendering  the  highest 
fespect  from  the  American  people  and 
Southern  Baptists." 

Lee's  testimony 

liCe  was  bom  in  South  Korea  and 
came  to  the  United  States  at  age  19  to  at¬ 
tend  college.  “1  was  bom  into  a  Christian 
femily,  so  I  thought  I  was  a  Christian  but 
one  night  at  a  small,  nearby  Southern 
Baptist  church,  I  came  under  conviction 


COMING  HOME  —  United  Nations  Command  Chaplain  (U.S.  Army  Colonel)  Sam  Lee.  a  Southern  Baptist  stationed  in  South 
Korea,  pronounces  a  blessing  of  sacrifice  and  remembrance  July  27  on  the  55  coffins  of  American  remains  from  the  1950-53 
Korean  War  As  the  Korean  War  was  a  United  Nations  police  action,  the  cases  are  draped  with  the  flag  of  that  organization 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  U  S  Army) 

from  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  couldn’t  stop  cry-  1 

wi*  the  pastor  Mississippi  wlug  of  Civll  Air  Patrol 

have  a  love  for  Southern  Baptists  to  tins  1SSU0S  call  for  volunteer  chaplains 

day,"  Lee  said. 

went  on  to  ^  a  maker’s  d^rec  ^  Civil  Air  Patrol  (CAP)  m  an  aH-vokmiaar.  U.S.  Air  Foroa  AuxiKafv.  Our  thrae 

m  Christian  education  from  Dallas  ]pieo-  miaaiona  induiML  Cadat  Progrowa,  Erneigancy  SarvicM.  >and  Aaroapaca  Educa- 

logical  Seminaiy  and  a  master  of  divm-  tion.  Wa  ara  proud  of  lha  VWanBlaf  Chaplain  Sarvtea  wa  piovida.  Wh  ara  looldng 

ity  from  Southeastern  Seminaiy  in  Wake  for  chapiaina  to  mmm  our  unlN  in  Cdumbus.  Jadnoa  tha  Gulf  Caaat,  Marktiao.. 

Forest,  N.C.  While  serving  as  an  Army  Oxford,  and  Vidcaburo.  ^ 

^plain,  he  completed  a  third  maker’s  ^  bacxsrna  a  CAP  dWBiain,  lha  MNMual  muat  maat  tha  folcMvina  raquirafnafUi 

de^ee  in  national  security  strategy  from  wmmvwaum  n«um  timmt  um  rwqiOTvmvra. 

National  Defense  University  at  Fort  Me-  -  Pbaaaaa  a  bachaior's  dagraa  from  an  acuadtt(^foaiitution." 

Neil  in  Washington,  D.C.  »  Hava  an  aamad  maatar't  dagraa  in  raligioa  counaaiing,  or  lodai  work  (72 

Lee  be^  his  military  service  in  1991  hours)  from  aaaccraditad  inatitution.* 

and  transitfoned  to  the  chaplaincy  -  Ba  arKtoraad  by  vour  danominabonal  dwdain  aupoort  off^ 

in  1995-  He  has  seen  a  lot  in  that  iw  arxioraao  py  your  oanormwoonai  cnapiam  auppori  ornoa. 

time  and  ministered  in  tough  situations.  Both  vatarana  and  non  vatarana  may  apply! 

During  a  deployment  in  Iraq,  his  unit  For  mors  intermaiioa  coraact  ma  at  (601)  677-3687,  or  amai  Smabaidi#yBhoo.oom 
lost  34  soldiers. 

Lee  was  also  assigned  to  Waher  Reed 
National  Military  Medical  Onter  out-  Sincaraly, 

side  Washington,  D.C,  where  soldiers  Chaplain  David  It  Smelaar  Lt  Col  CAP 
with  the  most  serious  war  injuries  come  MMssippi  Wlna  Chaplain 
for  treatment  and  recovery.  ^ 

“Those  experiences  made  me  under-  tKJi-o77-3oB7  (Hg  Oul-T/O-ZBio  (C) 

stand  just  how  brutal  war  is  and  bow  U.S  Air  Force  Auxtiary 

our  bodies  can  *  said. -but  •Accf»<St8tioo  mu«  b*  from  an  inatitulioo  by  a  (•gional  aduc^ioort  •<>■ 

It  also  made  me  patenil  to  m  a  coun-  ctaditation  organization  (i.a,  SACS)  and  tha  Aaaociation  of  Thaological  Schooia. 

try  where  we  value  each  mdividual  s  life 
so  highly." 

Lee  previously  served  in  South  Korea  7,700  tO  QO  brought  the  fighting  to  a  stop 

from  2012-2014.  His  latest  assignment  '  ^  a/  However,  the  Korean  War  has  neve 

there  began  in  April  of  this  year.  After  the  United  States  provided  90%  been  formally  ended.  Representative 

As  command  chaplain  for  U.S.  Forces  niilitary  personnel  fighting  under  from  North  and  South  Korea  met  ii 

Korea,  Lee  supervises  all  U.S.  military  the  United  Nations  flag,  more  than  36,000  April  of  this  year  and  afpwd  to  negoti 
chaplains  serving  in  South  Korea  as  well  U-S-  troops  died  in  the  Korean  War  and  ate  a  treaty  that  would  bring  the  war  to ; 
as  those  serving  under  the  (fombined  more  than  7,700  are  still  unaccounted  for.  formal  end. 

Forces  Command  (the  combined  U.S  -  This  latest  return  of  the  remains  of  More  than  1,600  Southern  Baptis 
South  Korea  forces)  and  United  Na-  U.S.  soldiers  by  North  Korea  occurred  on  chaplains  serve  the  U.S.  military.  Th< 
tions  CommarKl,  the  United  Nations  en-  the  65th  anniversaiyofthe  signing  of  the  North  American  Mission  Board  en 
tit>  that  oversees  the  Kort'an  Armistice  armistice  agreement  between  the  North  dorses  those  chaplains  on  behalf  of  th 
agreement  that  was  signed  in  195,3.  Korean  government  and  the  Unite<l  Na-  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Tha  Civil  Air  Pktrol  (CAP)  it  an  aM-voluniaar.  US.  Air  Foroa  Auxiliary.  Our  Ihrae 
miaaione  induiML  Cadat  Programa,  Eroaigancy  Sarvioas.  and  Aaroa^ca  Educa¬ 
tion.  Wa  ara  proud  of  lha  WllQWBlaf  Chaplain  Sarvloa  wa  piovida.  Wb  ara  looking 
for  chapiaina  to  nmm  our  In  Columbus.  Jackaon,  tha  Gulf  Caaat,  Maridian. . 
Oxford,  and  Vickaburg.  ^ 

lb  baooma  a  CAP  lawipiain,  lha  MMilual  muat  maat  tha  foBowing  raquiramanU: 
Ppaaata  a  bachalor's  dagraa  from  an  ai,  1  ndit<fcriatitution.* 

—  Hava  an  aamad  maatar't  dagraa  in  raligioa  counaaiing,  or  aodai  work  (72 
hours)  from  aaaccraditad  inatitution.* 

—  6a  arKforaad  by  your  danominational  chaplain  support  offioa. 

—  Both  vatarana  and  non  vatarana  may  apply! 

For  mora  informaboa  cordact  ma  at  (GDI)  677-3687,  or  amal  SmalMidi#yihoo.oom. 
Sincaraly. 

Chaplain  David  ft  Smalaar.  U  Col  CAP 
Miaaiasippi  Wing  Chaplain 
601-677-3687  (Hk  601-770-2816  (C) 

U.S  Air  Forca  Auxibary 

"Accraditation  muat  ba  from  an  inatitution  KMad  by  a  ragional  aducational  ac- 
craditation  organization  (i.a„  SACS)  and  tha  Association  of  Thaological  Schools. 


7,700  to  go 

After  the  United  States  provided  90% 
of  the  military  personnel  fighting  under 
the  United  Nations  fla&  more  than  36,000 
U.S.  troops  died  in  the  Korean  War  and 
more  than  7,700  are  still  unaccounted  for. 

This  latest  return  of  the  remains  of 
U.S.  soldiers  by  North  Korea  occurred  on 
the  65th  anniversar>'  of  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  agreement  between  the  North 
Korean  government  and  the  Unite<i  Na¬ 


tions  that  brought  the  fighting  to  a  stop. 

However,  the  Korean  War  has  never 
been  formally  ended.  Representatives 
from  North  and  South  Korea  met  in 
April  of  this  year  and  a^p^eed  to  negoti¬ 
ate  a  treaty  that  would  bring  the  war  to  a 
formal  end. 

More  than  1,600  Southern  Baptist 
chaplains  serve  the  U.S.  military.  The 
North  American  Mission  Board  en¬ 
dorses  those  chaplains  on  behalf  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


